       BHSAcademicChoice
[image: image1.jpg]



ACAC PLC Meeting Minutes, Jan 21, 2010
Meeting location: East Bay Community Law Center

2921 Adeline Street, Berkeley - (510) 548-4040

In Attendance

	Name
	Titles
	eMail Address

	Terry Collins
	Parent
	tcollinsesq@yahoo.com

	Lawrence Grown
	ACAC, Parent, Teacher liaison
	lawrence@metrolighting.com

	Jon Marley
	Parent, ACAC Fundraising & Outreach, 
	marley@stanfordalumni.org

	Karen Meryash
	Parent, ACAC Student Support, Events
	kspivey@ix.netcom.com

	Kate Spohr
	Parent, ACAC Parent Coordinator, Website
	kspohr@berkeley.edu

	Roia Ferrazares
	Parent, ACAC Treasurer
	persianchyld@gmail.com

	Jaime Brantley
	Parent, AC PLC, Outreach, Student support
	jaime.brantley@sbcglobal.net


Recap of ACAC Meeting of 1/14/2010
Jon Marley, Terry Collins, and Lawrence Grown attended the meeting and gave the following report:
Sherene reported that she and Amanda have had good feedback from AC faculty regarding the AC Equity Proposal. Based on the feedback they’ve received, they are now proposing lowering class size for AC sophomore English to 20 students. This is a crucial year to prep students for AP classes. Moreover, the second semester of sophomore year is where many kids begin to fail. As a result of having lower class sizes in sophomore year, it might become necessary to have larger class sizes in senior year.
Teachers are interested in collaborating with the Ambassador Program at Berkeley City College. This program allows BHS students to take classes at BCC as long as they are not remedial classes or classes offered at BHS. It can sometimes be difficult to arrange the school day to accommodate this.
Lead teachers are in support of developing a “house” structure within AC. This goal is to provide smaller connected communities for teachers and students within AC. The structure and method of doing this is to be decided.

Mendel’s accelerated reading class is offered to students who are reading from 1 to 3 grades below their current grade. Currently the classes are under-enrolled. AC lead teachers are working on recruiting more kids from AC. Currently about half the kids in these classes are AC kids. One of the ways to make this program more successful is ensure that BHS obtains early data for students coming to BHS from feeder middle schools. 
AC meeting process and protocol
Karen volunteered to be the point person for generating meeting agendas & meeting reminders, and reserving a room for our ACAC meetings through June 2010.
As for structure and procedures for meetings, the group would like to recommend the following to teachers on the ACAC:
1. Regularly scheduled ACAC meetings will be on the first Thursday of each month from 3:45 to 5:00 pm (excepting April 1st.). The following dates are proposed: Feb 4, Mar 4, Apr 8, May 6, June 3, all 3:45 to 5pm. The PLC parent leadership committee will meet each month, 2 weeks after the ACAC, from 6:30-8:30 pm. Proposed dates are below.
2. We would like to populate the 5 teacher rep positions on the ACAC. Alex Angell and Evy Kavaler have been coming to meetings, but were inadvertently left off the announcement last time. Who else should we be inviting to the meetings? We would like to make sure all disciplines are represented (suggest Jessica Quindel for math).
3. We would like to populate the 5 student rep positions on the ACAC.

Maggie Heredia Peltz has offered to recruit students. ACAC parents can also help.

4. We propose to post the meeting times and locations on the AC website.  We would like to invite the public to observe, (but not participate.)  One idea is to offer a public comment period at the end of the meeting.  (All this is pending teacher agreement/approval). We would like to continue email announcements to the parent, teacher and student reps, plus other regular participants like the PLC and maybe our counselors, etc.

5. We would like the ACPLC become a public forum for all members of the AC community to give input and public comment. ACPLC meetings will be announced via the AC etree starting in February.

We would like further discussion of these points at the next ACAC meeting.
ACAC and ACPLC Meeting Dates
The following dates will be posted to the website
Thurs, Feb 4 – 3:45-5:00 pm 

ACAC meeting (first Thursday of the month, regular meeting day)
Thurs, Feb 18 – 6:30-8:30 pm

ACPLC meeting
Thurs, Mar 4 - 3:45-5:00 pm

ACAC meeting

Thurs, March 18 – 6:30-8:30 pm
ACPLC meeting
Thurs, April 8 - 3:45-5:00 pm

ACAC meeting

Thurs, April 22 – 6:30-8:30 pm

ACPLC meeting
Thurs, May 6 - 3:45-5:00 pm

ACAC meeting

Thurs, May 20 – 6:30-8:30 pm

ACPLC meeting
Thurs, June 3 - 3:45-5:00 pm

ACAC meeting (last meeting of the year)

AC Outreach Meeting

Date:February 6, South Berkeley Senior Center, 10-noon

2939 Ellis Street, Berkeley, CA 94703-2107; (510) 981-5170

Publicity

Jon volunteered to produce a flier and we will ask Teresa Gonzales to translate. We must send the flier within the next week. We will also do a phone blast and send messages via the etree. 

Who will attend?

 Roia (will bring coffee), Kate (will bring donuts), Jon will attend as well. 

Possible attendees: Teresa, Terry, and Gregory.

Not attending: Jaime, Karen, Lawrence. 

Budget
The following expenditures were approved by the group:

$312 to Amanda Green for films for the senior project. David Bye & Matt Carton will also be doing senior project but do not need additional funds for this. $200 was donated by a parent for this project.
$400 to social living program to pay for outside speakers
$7300 to be moved from staff development line to computer purchases. We will request a grant from BHSDG to cover these purchases but if they don’t approve our request we will fund the computers from our own budget.

$1000 to be moved from social living to the AC events line

Note: We will request that Amanda and Sherene send a notice out to AC teachers notifying them that there is money available from AC for classroom supplies.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.
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