AP Language and Composition







 Mr. David Borrelli

Academic Choice 2010 – 2011





    dborrelli@berkeley.k12.ca.us

Room C-216





     Office hours: Thurs 3:30 – 4:30 or by appointment

Course Outline:

This goal of the class is to prepare you for the AP English Language and Composition test in May. This involves mastering the art of rhetorical analysis, which means being able to say specifically how an author crafts his or her words to achieve a given purpose. Unlike other AP classes, which require you to learn a wide range of facts or concepts, this course requires learning one skill very well.

Much of this class will be devoted to analyzing essays and short readings. We will also read four texts as a class:

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Sula by Toni Morrison

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

You will need to buy your own copy of each of these texts (any version) before we begin reading them. For Huckleberry Finn and Gatsby, I recommend buying the Dover Thrift Editions. I also recommend having your own pocket dictionary.

Class Materials

For this class, you will need: 

· A three-ring binder (at least 1 inch), dividers optional
· College-ruled paper (or a 2-subject notebook)

· Number 2 pencils

Bring these supplies to class by Tuesday, September 7, 2010.

Grading Policy

Your grade is based on the following categories and grading scale:

	Categories
	Grading Scale

	50% Papers, Projects and Tests

25% Participation and Discussion

25% Class work, Homework, and Quizzes
	100-99% A+                 98-94% A                   93-90% A-

89-87% B+                    86-83% B                  82-80% B-

79-77% C+                    76-73% C                  72-70% C-

69-67% D+                    66-63% D                 62-60% D-

59 – 0% F


Semester grades are a composite of all previous grades plus your final.  Keep in mind that if you are between two grades, I have final say in whether to lower or raise your grade, and I will base my decision on your participation and effort.

I will not accept late work. I may grant one-time extensions as long as you speak to me at least 1 day before a writing assignment is due.

Excused Absences

If you are absent the day that an assignment is due, you will have the number of days absent to make up the assignments that you missed.  (Example: if you’re absent on Wednesday and you come back on Thursday, then you have to show me Wednesday and Thursday’s work on Friday.)

If you are absent the day that a paper is due, you have the number of days absent to turn in your work for full credit.

You are responsible for checking the absence folders or coming to see me to get any handouts and class work that you missed.

Please have parents or guardians email or call me to discuss any special circumstances (vacation, extended illness).

Classroom Rules and Expectations

· Come to class on time and prepared.

· Work hard and ask questions.

· No food, gum, or drinks in class (water is OK).

· Use appropriate classroom language and volume.

· No cell phones or iPods in class.

· One mic - raise your hand to speak.
· Respect others’ ideas, space, and belongings.
*Note: I will decide on consequences depending on the situation.  If you have a question or concern, speak to me outside of class.


Parent/Guardian Signature:  Please give this syllabus to a parent/guardian to read.  Detach this piece and return it (filled in) by Tuesday, September 7.  Keep the rest of the syllabus.

I agree to the policies outlined in this syllabus.

Student Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name:_______________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email (optional):_____________________________________________________________
