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                          AP  US  HISTORY 



        Mr. Zolezzi  
 
timzolezzi@gmail.com

Course Objectives

1.) Develop an intimate understanding and interest in the events and ideas that have shaped our nation.

2.) Acquire and refine essential skills to succeed in college and beyond; note taking, analyzing primary sources, persuasive writing, and productive peer interaction.

3.) Pass the freakin’ AP Test

Key Questions we will be exploring all year

- How has our nation remained faithful to the philosophies (and dreams) of our founding fathers and how have we, at times, diverged from those original principals?

- In what ways is America a role model to the rest of the world? In what ways do we set a bad example? 

- How did the United States become the world superpower that it is today?

- Is it our responsibility to police the world? 

- What is the definition of a true patriot? 

- What role should government play in the lives of its citizens? When has it failed in playing this role? When has it succeeded? 

Homework 

You will always have homework in this class. 

Reading-    We will be reading our course textbook from cover to cover, which means you     will have to read at least one chapter each week. Don’t worry, I will give you a schedule of exactly what you will need to read and when you need to have it read by.  

Study Guides- You will be responsible for completing a study guide or notes for each of the 36 chapters in our textbook. These study guides will assist you in identifying the major concepts and themes present in each of the chapters. Study guides will be passed out every Wednesday, the same day the study guide from the previous week is due. That means you will always have a study guide in you possession to work on.

Other homework- You will also be writing several essays and completing projects throughout the year. On weeks that you have a major assignment, study guides, notes, and readings will not be assigned.

Quizzes & Test

Quizzes- Each Wednesday you will have a quiz testing you on the information in the chapter you just finished reading. Quizzes will always be a combination of AP style multiple choice questions and identifying/defining key vocabulary.  

Tests- Unit tests will be formatted in the same style as an actual AP test with fewer questions. They will always include multiple choice questions and will often include either a DBQ or FRQ.

Materials

Every day you will need to bring a three ring binder to class. Your binder needs to have five dividers, labeled and ordered as indicated below.




Sparkplugs





Class Notes






Assignments







Study Guides








Quizzes/Tests

In addition to your binder you will also need to have a sufficient supply of binder paper as well as a writing instrument. You are expected to have all of these purchased by September 8th.

Grading

Grade Breakdown

Notebook/Projects 
30%



Study Guides 


30%

Quizzes 



20%



Unit Tests



15%

Participation Points         5%

Checking your Grade


I expect you to check powerschool on a weekly basis. I will not show you your grade on my computer during class time. SAVE ALL work until the end of the semester (notes and study guides until after the AP test). I will not change a grade error unless you have the physical assignment to prove the mistake. 

Teacher/Student Communication


Please, please, please contact me outside of class if you have any questions, concerns, or general comments. This plea is directed at both students and guardians.  I feel I am most effective when working with students one on one.  If something is bothering you, please don’t let it fester, come and see me and we can work it out. 

Office Hours

Below are the times I am available.


- 7:30-8:30am


- 3:30-4:30pm 


- By special arrangement

Bad times to approach me about a personal issue…


- During class


- During lunch

I am also available by email and guarantee that I will respond within 24 hours.

timzolezzi@gmail.com
Late Work


Every day an assignment is late (unexcused) 5 points will be deducted from the total points of the assignment. You will be able to turn in work for half credit up to a week late. One extension will be granted to each student per semester. Permission to use your extension must be granted 24 hours before the due date of the assignment. Do not abuse this privilege. 


Being absent the day a major assignment is due is not a free pass to turn it in late. If you are absent on a major due date, the assignment must be submitted electronically before the time class starts that day, or handed in by a classmate.

History Dollars 


History dollars are awarded to students at the teacher’s discretion. The best way to earn history dollars is to participate in class, assist your fellow students, and complete optional assignments.

History dollars can be used to


-avoid the 5 point late penalty on any assignment. 


- replace points deducted for a missing minor assignments or sparkplugs at the time of 
a binder check. 

History dollars cannot be used 


- as extra credit*. 


- to make up for points lost for  work being incomplete or incorrect. 

* Unless you have 15 at the end of the semester. 15 hds = 3% grade increase.


Major Assignments – test, quiz, essay, or project


Minor Assignments- anything else

Student Expectations

1.) Be Prepared:. Show up to class on time with all necessary materials, as well as having completed all assigned readings or assignments.
2.) Be Present: This means that you are mentally ready to learn. Show up to class ready to work hard everyday- I do not give free days. Keep your ears and brain focused on what we are talking about, ask questions. The more you put into this class, the more you will get out of it.

3.) Be Respectful: Everyone in the class has a different life story. In this class we will be sharing our ideas, beliefs, and histories. Respect your fellow classmates and their perspectives. 

The expectations above also apply to me.  I am here to educate you. I did not become a teacher to tell high school students what to do. Respect me- I promise I will always respect you. 

Other General Classroom Expectations


- On time means being in your seat when the bell rings.


- The only eating permitted in class is fruits or vegetables. Beverages are okay.


- If I see a cellphone/mp3 player in your hand for any reason I will confiscate it and 
 
give it back to you at the end of the period. Your name will also go on the board. If 
you refuse to surrender the phone you will immediately be sent to OCI. 


- Bathroom policy: If you need to use the restroom write your name on the board, take 
the hall pass, and do your “business”. You will not lose any participation points, but you
will be required to stay after class for 60 seconds. Please do not ask for teacher 
permission as this can often be disruptive. If I see that you are abusing this system I will 
revoke your privilege. Remember, no hall passes the first or last 10 minutes of class.

Participation Points


Participation points are the easiest points to earn in this class. You get them for simply coming to class and participating.  If you never receive checks by your name, you will never lose your participation points. However, once you have lost participation points, there is no way to earn them back. It is possible to receive negative (-5,-10, etc.) participation points.

Consequences

· Name on the board– I write your name up on the board and you will join the infamous 30 second club for the day.  You don’t need to explain or argue, just change you behavior and get back to on task.

· Check #1  One minute after class. Loss of 5 participation points.

· Check #2  Two minutes after class. Loss of 10 participation points.

· Check #3 Four minutes after class. Loss of 15 participation points. Guardian contacted.

· Check #4  Loss of all 20 participation points. Guardian contacted. OCI.


If you forget, or refuse to stay after class when your name is on the board, you will automatically lose an additional 5 participation points.

I love history and I love teaching! I promise to be patient, understanding, and provide you with a safe atmosphere in which to work.  Together we will have a fun and productive year.

Student Name: _____________________________________
                                    Period:_______

One Last Thing for Parents:

Thank you for reading through this syllabus.  If you ever have any questions or comments about the course or your student’s progress throughout the year, please contact me.

Please complete the following information and return this page with your student.  Returning this page signed will be one of the first small graded assignments for the semester.
Academic Choice APUS History

Mr. Zolezzi

2010-2011
I have read the attached syllabus and understand the course requirements as stated.

___________________________________   ____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature


     Student Signature

Parent/Guardian Contact Information:

Name(s): ______________________________________________


Phone #(s): ____________________________________________

Email Address(es): _______________________________________

There are no Shortcuts!!








Please put a * next to the best way to reach you.





Other Comments/Questions:











