AP United States History

Syllabus

The AP United States History Course that students will take during their junior year is a basic full year college course. The class will meet five times a week for 55 minutes. The structure of the class will be class lectures and discussion, quizzes, reading and writing reflections, DBQs essays and in-class assignments from various sources like Center for Learning, PBS.org and SocialStudies.com. 

To support the basic framework based on the College Board’s outline, students will do a variety of activities-reflective essay responses to handouts from different historians or historical articles, critical analysis of primary sources through handouts and internet-based activities. Students will also be required to do a group presentation from a section of their textbook on a particular topic, which will helped them to develop in-depth knowledge of that particular topic and help them to do well in their AP exam.

Students will also do activities which will help them in developing their free-response skills for the test in May. Students will do five DBQ take-home essays as well as doing 6 DBQ in-class essays. Students will be given quick feedback on their essays as they will receive a template on how to write good essays in class. Plus, students will give positive and negative feedback on their writing skills, with examples given from online sources and in-class examples.
Course Materials

The course ‘s basic text is The American People: Creating a Nation and a Society (New York: Longman, 2004), written by Gary B. Nash, et al.. Students will also used other work from different sources and books as well to support their daily lessons and to help produce homework assignments, DBQ and Free-Reponses which are listed below and are to be in abbreviated form throughout the syllabus.
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A variety of AP-level textbooks are also used, as well as a similar series produced by Longman, Holt Rinehart and Winston and Little, Brown and Company. A subscription to History Channel magazine has proved to be a good source of supplemental materials and background information.
Major Themes:
American on a World Stage
National Identity and Citizenship

Political Change and Continuity

Pluralism and Group Identity

Free Market and Economic Transformation

Religion in American society

Curriculum Calendar

Unit 1: A Colonizing People, 1492-1776
The first part of the course is handled by assigning students a series of tasks to complete over the summer vacation, including:

· Reading and outlining for chapters 1,2,and 3, in the Nash textbook and completion of the questions in the text’s study guide for those chapters as well
· Reading Chapter 1 from Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States and they will write a comparative essay between the contrasting Nash and Zinn view of  early colonization.
The first class meeting the comparative essay is due. Students will be provide with a writing rubric on good writing skills. The next six classes will be devoted the summer materials form the Nash and Zinn readings. Students will be quizzed on the materials after in-class discussions and lecture with supportive materials on the following topics:
· Ancient America and Africa
· Europeans and African Reach the Americas

· Colonizing a Continent in the 17th Century

Students are introduced in these lessons of categorizing documents, recognizing bias in documents, gleaning historical evidence from document. (CR7) A DBQ essay will be given in which the student will interpret the documents which will conclude Part 1 of the unit.(CR8)
The next couple weeks students will read Chapter 4 and 5 of the textbook. They will outline the chapters and will use the textbook website for students and do the practice quizzes online , in which they will submit for credit. Students will read and write a reflective response to the Genuine Article handout. Followed by an exam on the first four chapters and a free-response quiz on chapter 5-The Strains of Empire.
Unit 2: A Revolutionary People (1763-1828)
Required Reading: 
· Chapter 6-A People in Revolution

· Nash Reading-The Unknown American Revolution, Chapter 1

· Morgan Reading-From Genuine Article ( Republican Motherhood)
· Declaration of Independence Assignment

Key topics: Bursting the colonial bonds, the war for American independence, the experience of war from a variety of sources, and the ferment of revolutionary politics.
Special Activities:

· Declaration of Independence critical analysis sheet from the Center of Learning activities book

· Workbook Assignments from The Americans textbook which include primary source practice

· A free-response quiz on Chapter 6

Unit 2: Part II
Required Reading 
· Chapter 7-Consolidating the Revolution

· Articles of Confederation

· Constitution of the United States

· Reading Reflection on Shays Rebellion from the Constitutional Rights Foundation

· Reading Reflection Chapter One from Gordon Wood’s Revolutionary Characters

Key Topics: Struggling with the peacetime agenda, sources of political conflicts, political Tumult in the States, and toward a New National Government.

Special Activities:
·  Written Assignment Comparing and Contrasting the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution

· Video Presentation of the Founding Father from the History Channel

· Video Presentation from Slavery and the Making of America from PBS

· DBQ Quiz on the Articles of Confederation

Unit 2: Part III
Required Reading:

· Chapter 8-Creating a Nation
· Chapter 9-Society and Politics in the Early Republic
· Reading on the Rise of the First Political Parties
Key Topics: Launching the National Republic, the United States deals with a Threatening nation, and a foreign policy for a new nation.

Special Activities:

· Group Presentation from sections in Chapter 8 and Chapter 9
· Test on Chapter 5-8

· Written Assignment from Lecture series

Unit 3: An Expanding People, 1820-1850
Required Reading:
· Chapter 10-Economic Transformations in the Northeast and the Old Northwest
· Chapter 11-Slavery and the Old South
· Chapter 12-Shaping America in the Antebellum Age
· Chapter 13-Moving West
· Zinn Reading on Women and the early stages of Women’s Rights in America
· Harriet Jacobs Reading
· Frederick Douglass Reading
· David Walkers Appeal Reading
· Internet Primary Sources on the Jacksonian Era
Key Topics: 

Transformation of the Economy and Society in Antebellum America

· The Transportation revolution and creation of a national market economy

· Beginnings of industrialization and changes in social and class structures 

· Immigration and nativist reaction

· Planters, yeoman farmers, and slaves in the cotton South

The Transformation of Politics and Antebellum America

· Emergence of the second party system

· Federal authority and its opponents: judicial federalism, the Bank War, tariff controversy, and states’ rights debates

· Jacksonian democracy and its successes and limitations

Religion Reform and Renaissance in Antebellum America

· Evangelical Protestant revivalism 

· Social Reforms

· Ideals of domesticity

· Transcendentalism and utopian communities

· American Renaissance: literary and artistic expressions

Territorial Expansion and Manifest Destiny
· Forced removal of American Indians to the Trans-Mississippi West
· Western migration and cultural interactions

· Territorial acquisitions 

· Early U.S. imperialism: The Mexican War

Special Activities:

· Take Home DBQ on Second Great Awakening

· Free-Response  Quiz on Slavery on the South

· Multiple Choice Quiz/Free Response on Chapter 13

· In class assignments from the Americans 

Part IV: Union in Peril and Reconstruction, 1850-1877

=
· Ch. 14: The Union in Peril
· Ch. 15: The Union Severed
· Ch. 16: The Union Reconstructed
Special Activies
· Reading reflections from The Approaching Fury 
· Reflection on John Brown
· Reflection on Lincoln’s speeches
· Internet assignment on the causes of the Civil War
· In class DBQ on causes of Civil War
· Multiple choice quiz on Civil war
· In class presentation on the Reconstruction
· Reading on Reconstruction
· Viewing of Part one of Civil War
Key Topics:

· The Crisis of the Union
· Civil War
· Reconstruction
Part V: An Industrializing people, 1877-1900

· Ch. 17: Rural America: The West and the New South
· Ch. 18: The Rise of Smokestack America
· Ch. 19: Politics and Reform
· Ch. 20: Becoming a World Power
Key topics:

· The Origins of the New South
· Development of the West in the late 19th Century
· Industrial America in the late 19th century
· Urban society in the late 19th century
· Populism and Progressivism 
· The Emergence of America as a World Power. 
Special Activities:
· Take home DBQ on the Guilded Age
· Unit test
· Reflections from “Survival of the fittest.”
· Video on Carnegie
· Group presentations on the causes of the Spanish-American war
· Video on the Spanish-Spanish America war
· Multiple choice test and free response on Spanish-American and Progressivism
· Reflection on Washington, Garvey, and Dubois.
· In class activities from the Activities
· Reflections from Crusader Nation
Part VI: A Modernizing People 1900-1945
· Ch. 21: The Progressives Confront Industrial Capitalism
· Ch. 22: The Great War

· Ch. 23: Affluence and Anxiety 

· Ch. 24: The Great Depression and the New Deal

· Ch. 24: World War II

Key Topics:

· Social justice movement/social gospel

· The first World War  home and Abroad

· The Treaty of Versailles

· The Progressive Presidents of Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson

· Women’s role; family workplace, education, politics and reform

· The Great Migration/ Harlem Renaissance 
· The new Era: The 1920’s

· The Republicans presidents; Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover

· Cultural clashes

· Causes of the Great Depression
· Hoover and Roosevelt responses to the Depression

· The New deal responds to the Great Depression

· The New Deal: critics from the Right and the Left

· The Great depression in the Home Front

· WWII: America responds to the Fascist. 

· WWII and the home front

· Social Impact of the War

· A war of diplomats and generals

· Minorities during the Second World War

Special Activities

· In class DBQ on the progressive movement

· Internet Primary Source Project on the Progressive era

· Unit Tests

· Take home DBQ on the 1920’s 

· Reading on the Temperance Movement

· Reading on the poetry of the Harlem Renaissance

· Internet Readings from Clash of Cultures
· Reading on Mother Jones

· Reading from the constitutional rights foundation

· In class DBQ on the Great depression

· Video on the Holocaust

· In class activities from the Americas

· Group presentations

Part VII: A resilient people 1945-2002

· Ch. 26: Post-War America at home 1945-1960
· Ch. 27: Chills and Fever during the Cold war, 1945-1960
· Ch. 28: Reform and Rebellion 1960-1969
· Ch. 29: Disorder and Discontent 1969-1980
· Ch. 30: The revival of Conservatism 1980-1992
· Ch. 31: The post Cold-War world 1992-2002
Key Topics

· Origins of the Cold War

· Containment: China, Korea, and Vietnam
· Domestic Policies of Eisenhower and Kennedy
· Red Scare and McCarthyism and its impact on American society
· The Modern Civil Right movement
· Conformity and affluence, the other America
· Social Critics: Non-conformist and cultural rebels
· Changes in Technology and Medicine
· The Great Society
· Cold War: Asia, Latin America, Europe
· Entente 
· The Anti-War movement and counter-culture movement
· The Silent Majority
· Nixon’s foreign policy
· Watergate
· U.S. under Carter: panama canal, peace treate with Egypt and Israel
· Rise of Ronald Reagan and the New Right
· The End of the Cold War
· Society and culture an the end of the 20th Century
· Domestic Terrorism
· Globalization 
Special Activities

· In class DBQ on the Cold War

· Take home DBQ on Racism on Civil Rights
· Reflections on Vietnam
· Supplemental readings 
· Video on the making of the super bomb
· Video on the Impact of television and civil rights movement
· Video from Eyes on the Prize
· Reading reflection  from Zinn
· Preparation for the Final Exam
· Multiple Choice and Free response on the 1950’s
UNIT VIII-A Four Day Review for The AP United Sates History Test
Students will be given a power point review packet. This power point presentation will review all aspects of AP United States History. They will be given the day before the actual AP test, a practice test MC. Prior to that students were given previously practice and release AP multiple choice tests from 1984  and 1996.

After the test, students will write 5-6 pages. American Biography Report with a class presentation of their report to their classmates.
