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G217

Phone:
Voice-mail: 510-268-0689

Web-site:
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E-mail:
ssalser@yahoo.com
Welcome!
AP Physics B at Berkeley High School is a fast-paced, demanding course, designed to prepare you for the AP Physics B test.  Because Physics is the most fundamental of all the sciences, this course should provide you with the best possible foundation to succeed in college, no matter which science or related field you may choose to pursue.  Most people find Physics challenging.  At the same time, it is one of the most rewarding and engaging of the sciences because it lets us explore the rules of nature's game at the most basic level.

Course Requirements
Much of your time in class will be spent watching demonstrations, taking lecture notes, and participating in discussions about how to apply concepts to actual problem solving.  However, the bulk of your learning will take place at home, as you struggle to complete the numerous and often tricky homework problems.  Occasional labs, worksheets, and activities make up the remainder of the course.  Each unit will be followed by a test designed to prepare you for the eventual shock of the AP test.  It will seem cruel at first, but in the long run, it is the best way to help get you ready. 

Because the pace is so fast, you are expected to keep a complete and well-organized notebook and take rigorous notes.  This is the only way you will be able to review adequately for each test.  Because physics tends to build on itself more than other sciences, if you fall behind in one unit, you will need to review your notes and be efficient about catching up.  Otherwise, the next unit will make even less sense!  

You will need a "scientific" calculator, i.e., one that performs sin, cos, tan, exponential notation, exponents, and log functions. You are expected to know how to operate your calculator correctly, including interpreting answers in degrees or radians, using scientific notation, and interpreting the correct number of significant figures. You will also need a quadrille-ruled lab notebook with pre-numbered pages. (see below for more info)

Evaluation
I will determine your final grade by calculating the percentage of total possible points that you have earned during the semester: A=90% and above, B=80% to 89%, C=70% to 79%, D=60% to 69%, F=less than 60%.

Your grade will be based on the following things:

Homework
8% of grade

Each night you will have an assignment consisting of reading from the text and solving a number of problems.  It is expected that you will spend at least 1.5 hours studying unless you are able to maintain an A average in the class.  Homework will be collected on the day of the test and will be graded based on a random sub-sample of 3 problems! It is strongly recommended that you complete the homework on a NIGHTLY basis, and to encourage this, a small amount of extra credit will be given for homework turned in the next day after it was assigned.

Classwork  and activities:
8% of grade

This will include practice worksheets, minilabs, and presentations.
Lab Notebook:
12% of grade 

You are expected to maintain a formal and permanent record of the experiments you do in lab.  You should get a lab notebook with permanently numbered pages that are big enough to allow you to paste in prelab questions and computer printouts.  You will be making sketches and taking notes by hand while you do the lab, but the final report will be typed.

Tests and Test Corrections:
56% of grade
Tests will be given periodically (usually every 2-3 weeks) to assess your progress and prepare you for the AP exam. After each test is returned to you, I will ask you to correct and explain any problems that you missed.  I will explain in detail how to do these test corrections after the first test.  If you give me your corrections within 3 days, you will “get back” 20% of the points that you missed.  

Final Exam:
16% of grade

This challenging exam will cover all of the material from the semester.

Late Work

To receive full credit for work, you must turn it in on the day it is due.  Late work may be turned in up to 4 days past its due date, but you will lose 20% credit for each day that it is late.

Absences and Tardiness

Please do your utmost to be in class every day.  (When you miss a double period class, you miss a lot of new information.)  Schedule doctor, dentist, and college advisor appointments outside of class time.  Let me know in advance if you will be absent because of a religious holiday, a field trip, or an appointment.  


If you miss class, you are responsible for all the material covered while you were gone.  You will need to borrow notes and make up any work you missed.  You will also need to come in outside of class time to make up any labs that you missed.  Assignments and labs must be made up within one week of your return to class.  I will not accept any missing work after that week has passed. 


If you miss a test, you will receive a zero as your score for that test.  However, I will also drop your lowest test score at the end of the semester.  Although you will not be able to make up missed tests for credit, I strongly advise you to come in outside of class time and take any test you have missed as a way of keeping up with your classmates and assessing your progress.


Please be on time for class (both at the beginning of class AND after break).  3 tardies will count as the equivalent of one unexcused absence, and 5 unexcused absences will per 9-week grading period will result in a lowering of your class grade by one full grade.

Reaching me outside of class

Please be sure to talk to me if you have any questions or concerns about class material or grades, or if you have assignments to make up.  There are several ways to reach me:

· I am usually in my classroom during lunch.  

· I am in my classroom after school from 2:14 until 4:30 and can stay longer.

· You can e-mail me at 
ssalser@yahoo.com

· If you really need to get hold of me in the evening or over the weekend, my home phone number is (510) 268-0689, but please don’t call after 9:00pm.  

