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Course Summary:

In this class, you will spend the three quarters reading the Bible. Recognized as one of the monuments of modern English literature, students will do historical and comparative studies of the texts placed therein. 

The final quarter will include an examination of literature influenced by the Bible, in which the student will be able to identify biblical allusions.

To understand fully how we can look at the “as/in/and” aspect of the Bible, we will study the works of Robert Alter, Richard Elliott Friedman, Leland Ryken, and John Gabel – among other noteworthy scholars. 

There is no textbook for this class, per se (except, of course, for that pesky Bible). My preference is that your purchase your own NRSV Study Bible. But that’s my preference.
You’ll also see a couple of documentaries; some feature-length movies (including The Prince of Egypt, among others); listen to some music (including Handel’s Messiah and some Leonard Cohen tunes); and examine some fine fine art.

Students will:

· Learn to interpret stories by developing a firm foundation in the historical, literary, and critical contexts of the Old and New Testament stories. 

· Engage in a variety of standards-based academic and creative writing tasks, which connect biblical literature to the masterpieces and traditions of both American and British literature. 

· Use writing process activities in a variety of genres: persuasive, expository, narrative, reflective and literary analysis. 

· Engage in a close reading and exploration of themes found in biblical literature through a balanced integrated program of non-fiction, literature and language study, which includes the examination of various literary critiques.

· Examine music, art, and literature influenced by the Bible.

Personal Backup Sources:

There are lots of guides to help one put together an understanding of the Bible. For example, Cliff’s makes a guide; there’s The Idiot’s Guide to the Bible and The Bible for Dummies; and Alter and Frank Kermode have edited a book called The Literary Guide to the Bible. You may also find “Study Bibles,” in which scholars annotate the various books. I don’t have a problem if you have any of these guides. I do have a problem, though, if you use these guides as a substitute for reading the Bible itself. To carefully analyze what materials you are reading, you have to read THE MATERIALS. Any person who is caught using these guides as a substitute for actual work will receive an F for the class.

As for getting your own Bible, that is something I would prefer you do – but only after we read the Book of Genesis. My preference is that you purchase one an annotated  New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha (NRSV). If you have an annotated study Bible at home, that will work as well. 

But it is important that the Bible you have is annotated – that is, there are notes at the bottom of each page explaining certain passages.

The Covenant:

You seniors have a lot going on this school year, what with college applications and the like. While many of you may be under the delusion that because you’re a Berkeley High senior you can do whatever you please, you may not do as you please in this class. You signed up for it, which tells me that you want to take a class at Berkeley High that is serious, scholarly, and enlightening. That means you need to conduct yourself in a serious, scholarly, and enlightened manner. That is your Covenant, your deal with me. 

If this Covenant is broken, In little more than a year you will shudder, you complacent ones; for the vintage will fail, the fruit harvest will not come. (Is 32:10). Yet, [i]f you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land. (Is 1:19)

Papers:

You will have three major papers in the fall semester. All due dates approximate:

1. Analysis of an aspect of the Book of Genesis (due early October)
2. Composing the “lost” chapter of the Book of Judges (due mid November)
3. An analysis of the “David Story” (due mid-January)
You will have three major papers in the spring semester. All due dates approximate:
1. Your Prophetic Rant (early March)

2. A Word about a Gospel (late April/early May)

3. Cumulative Thesis (June)

Each essay is worth 10,000 points, except the cumulative thesis, which will be worth 300,000 points or so. 

We will not do any work for your college essay.

Research Tribes:
A major component of your grade is participation, both singularly and in group-work. During October, we

will separate you into “tribes.” From there you will examine the texts more closely, do forum work on Moodle, and teach the class for a day on one of the books of the OT (during the first semester)

Tests:

You will have two major tests this semester.

1. Blue Book midterm – date TBD – traditionally given on Spirit Day. This midterm will focus on the four other Books of Moses.

2. Blue Book final exam – given on the day of your final (please note: the tribe that “wins” the Teaching Day receives an automatic A and is not required to take the Blue Book exam).

Moodle:

Consider Moodle (www.bhmoodle.com) as an “Education Facebook.” This open-source system allows for greater interaction and collaboration between student-to-student as well as student-to-teacher. By working with Moodle's forum, journal, workshop, and assignment modules the student will have the opportunity to develop their own reading and writing processes.

All outside work for this class will be submitted on Moodle. Indeed, with Moodle you are expected to:

· Do freewriting assignments outside class on a consistent basis

· Exchange ideas on interpreting and analyzing literature through the forum module

· Discuss ways to interpret and analyze literature in dialecticals through the journal module

· Submit and review works-in-progress on the workshop module - as well as see how I evaluate each work in progress

· Clearly review teacher commentary on final drafts of essays

For every Moodle posting, I shall either observe or weigh in with my commentary. As far as I am concerned, this is the perfect tool for you to examine how to create, develop, and complete work. More than that, it provides you the opportunity to continually revise their work, and help them understand that writing is a structured process.

I will not accept hard copies of papers. All papers must be turned in online. If you have an issue with a computer, you may come to my classroom and use one to do your work – just make arrangements with me.

Grading:

Assignments are graded on a points-only basis. The percentages of the total scores reflect the final grade.

So make sure to keep apprised of your progress on PowerSchool, where I will try to keep things as current as possible.

What will be graded? Mostly everything you do in class and on Moodle. PLEASE NOTE: if a forum has been assigned, and you do not participate in it, then you get an F for that. Many students in the past have thought the forums are voluntary. They’re not. You gotta do ‘em. They can mean the difference between an A and a B.

Please note – you will be assessed for in-class participation - up to 100 points, which is a purely subjective assessment on my part. Participation does not mean you have to dominate a conversation. For the quiet folks, sometimes all I need to see is that your eyes are alert and alive, which signals to me you are paying attention and taking some excellent notes.

Percentages of points:

95-100       A

90-94         A-

87-89         B+

83-86         B

80-82         B-

77-79         C+

73-76         C

70-72         C-

64-69         D

60-63         D-

59-below   F

Big Final Note:

This is not a class on the religious study of the Bible. We are studying the literary aspects of the books (notice I did not write The Book). We have a wide variety of students with wide varieties of backgrounds – and we have to honor this.

What is most important is that we approach this text openly and critically. When this happens, we’re gonna have a blast.

Let’s have a great year.

PAGE  
1

