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The purpose of this class is to:
· Continue exploring biotechnology in a fun and challenging classroom environment

· Experiment and problem-solve in a laboratory setting

· Prepare for college science courses

· Practice skills needed for a career in biotechnology

· Further develop literacy in science, math, reading and writing

· Help you successfully apply for a paid summer co-op at a biotechnology company, health clinic, hospital or research institution

I expect students to observe four basic rules:

· Question- ask questions, contribute answers, and listen attentively.

· Organize- get organized and stay organized.  Keep up with assigned work, and file all written work in the appropriate section of your Biotechnology Binder.

· Integrity- do your own work to the best of your ability, report your results honestly, and cite all resources used.  Abide by the BHS honor code.

· Respect- the classroom, each other, yourself, and me.

Student Work:

· Lab Work-  Building technical lab skills is a major goal of this course, and experimental work will be done regularly in class.  Formal written Lab Reports will be started in class and finished as homework.  All lab work, including data collected, will be recorded directly in your Biotech Lab Book (see Biotech Lab Book handout).

· Biotech binder- Students will organize any classwork or homework that is not lab work in the Biotech binder, including notes, handouts, worksheets and quizzes and tests (see Biotech Binder handout).

· Homework- I will assign homework regularly.  You will usually have several days to complete your homework, so that you can balance this class with your other classes.

· Projects- Individual and group projects will be assigned occasionally during the year.  These projects will take varying forms, including models, posters, Internet research, resume writing, and Powerpoint presentations.

Grading Policy:

· An overall course grade of A or B is necessary to stay in the program.

· Grades will be approximately weighted as follows:

· Lab Notebook (50%)

· Homework (10%)

· Classwork & Projects (20%)

· Quizzes & Tests (20%)

· A = 100-90%    B = 89-80%   C = 79-70%   D = 69-60%   F = 59% and below.

· Cheating or copying will not be tolerated: students caught cheating or copying on any assignment will receive an F grade and parents will be notified. 

· No extra credit will be available.

Excused Absences & Late Work

· I do not accept late work, unless you have an excused absence.

· It is your responsibility to find out from your classmates what assignments you missed when you have an excused absence, and to turn in any missed work the day following your return from school.  Extra copies of handouts from class can be found in the Biotechnology Handouts folders.

· If you miss a lab you need to arrange with me a way to make up the assignment.  This will usually take the form of a written research project on an aspect of the biotechnology industry.

· Tests and quizzes can be made up on the specified make-up day, or by special arrangement.

Unexcused Absences & Tardies, Food & Electronics Policies

· Coming to class EVERY DAY and ON TIME is extremely important in this course.  If you are in class less than 90% of the time, a parent conference will be held and you may be removed from the program.
· Unexcused absences will result in loss of credit for any work done that day.  Both unexcused absences and tardies will affect your academic grade.  For further details of this school-wide policy, please see your student planner.

· The only foods allowed in class are water, and fresh fruit or vegetables.  No food is allowed on lab days.

· Absolutely no cell phones, iPods, CD players or any other electronic devices.

Materials Needed:

Each student is responsible for having:

· Biotech Lab Book- bound composition notebook (black & white speckled cover)

· Biotech Binder- a three-ring loose-leaf binder with 5 dividers and extra paper

· Blue or black pen, pencil with eraser

Extra help:  You can always get extra help by making an appointment to see me during lunch or on Fridays before school.  Please use me as a resource!

