Chemistry – Semester #1
Mr. Sam Rozen

srozen@berkeley.k12.ca.us
Basic Semester Overview/Syllabus

Topics this Semester:

Unit #1 – Measurement and Matter
Unit #2 – Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table
Unit #3 – Naming Compounds and Molecules, Bonding
Unit #4 – Moles, Chemical Equations, and Reaction Types
Unit #5 – Stoichiometry
Unit #6 – Nuclear Chemistry 
Grading: (Your grade in this class will be composed of approximately:)
Labs/Lab Reports – 10%

Homework/Class Work – 30%

Tests / Quizzes – 50%

Participation – 10%

Throughout the semester I will be posting your current grades in the classroom about one time per week. The grades will be displayed by class period, and students will be listed in random order, using student ID numbers. If a question or concern arises regarding your grade, speak with me privately after class. I will not deal with one student’s grade/missing assignment issues while the rest of the class waits.

Science Journals: 

This year your journal will be extremely important. We will be taking a lot of notes, recording lab activities, and completing homework assignments in it throughout the semester. You must bring it to class every day. Your journals will be checked (either stamped in class or collected) regularly. I will be checking most class work/class notes for credit, as well as any homework assignments that I have you do in your journal. Journals will most likely not be allowed on quizzes or tests; however, they will be one of your primary resources for studying. 

Late/Make-Up Work:

Late work will be accepted in this class. However, each day that passes after the assignment is due it will lose 15% of it’s value. For example, if you hand in a worksheet one day late, it will receive a maximum of 85% of the full point value for that assignment. If it is two days late, it is dropped down to 70%, and so on. You must have your work complete at the time I come around to stamp. Complete means complete, so do not get mad when you do not receive a stamp for your work when one or two problems are missing. Work over one week late will not be accepted. If you present me with a legitimate excused absence slip, you will be given the number of days you were absent, starting on the day of your return, to make up the missing work for full credit. 
Quizzes / Tests:

We will be having quizzes approximately once per week, and one unit test on the last day of that unit. These will make up a significant portion of your grade, and re-dos are not allowed. Thus, it is very important to study the material and be prepared for all tests. Quizzes will be structured so that as the unit progresses each quiz will be longer, and worth more points. For example, the first quiz of a unit may have 2 or 3 problems covering material from that week, and be worth 10 points. The next quiz of the unit will have questions covering the same material from week one, plus new material from week two, and may be worth 20 points. This will allow student to have multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery of material on later quizzes if they did not do well the first time around.
Participation: 

Part of your overall grade in this class is related to your participation, and a large part of participating is being here in the first place. Thus, being absent, tardy, or removed from class will negatively affect you grade. All of these occurrences will be recorded. Additionally, extra credit opportunities and unused hall passes exemplify your willingness to participate and enthusiasm about this class, and will therefore help raise your grade in this category. If a student already has exemplary participation, extra credit points may possibly be added on to previous assignments that did not receive full credit. A weekly grade will be posted reflecting participation for that week   



Structure of Daily Participation Grading:
Every day you can receive a maximum of 5 points for participation. At the beginning of each week your previous week’s cumulative participation score will be posted in the class, usually a score out of a maximum of 25 points. Achieving a grade of 5 for the day means you arrive on time, prepared, and are sitting quietly in your seat at the start of class. You must then meet all outlined behavioral expectations and actively participate in class to maintain your 5. Failure to meet expectations will result in point deductions as outlined below:




-Tardy = -1.5 points for the day.




-Arriving unprepared for class = -1 point for the day.




-Talking when you should not be  = -1 point

-Other inappropriate behaviors = Ranging from -1 point to removal from class, depending on severity, or repeated offenses.

-Removal from Class/Sent to OCI = 0 for the day

-Unexcused absence = 0 for the day. 
Mr. Rozen’s Classroom Rules and Consequences

1. Arrive to class on time and prepared for class – (with science journal, folder, and writing utensil). If you walk through the door after the bell, you are marked tardy. No excuses. You may not “go grab your other binder” or anything else you may have forgotten at the beginning of class. You need to take responsibility and handle your errands on your own time, not during mine. If you are late to class, your participation grade for that day will suffer significantly. A continued pattern of being tardy will result in me contacting your parents/guardians.
2. This term you will have three hall pass request slips. In order to use the big hall pass, you must ask the teacher, and hand in one of your request slips. Any unused passes will be collected at the end of the quarter for extra credit points.

a. You may not use the hall pass during the first 10 minutes or last 10 minutes of class. 


b. Only one student is allowed out of the room at a time. That student must have 
the hall pass. 

c. You may not use the hall pass for any purpose other than getting a drink, using the restroom, or going to the health center. If you are seen chatting with friends in the hall or not going directly to or from the nearest restroom or fountain, you will lose your hall pass privileges altogether. Additionally, your grade will suffer, and parents/guardians will be contacted.

d. If you take the hall pass and are out of the room for more then 10 minutes, you 
will be marked absent for the day, and OCI will be called to be made aware that 
you have left class for an extended period of time.

3. As soon as you enter the room, you should sit in your assigned seat, facing forward, and open your notebook/have paper ready to begin class. The classroom should be quiet, and awaiting instruction. Do not go talk to you friend, walk throughout the room, or stand around the doorway.

a. You are to remain in your assigned seat for the duration of class, unless given specific approval to move elsewhere. If you are out of your seat, or in the wrong seat, you will be asked to return to your assigned seat. If you have to be asked again, you will be removed from the classroom. Such offenses will continue to negatively impact your grade in this class.
b. If you are speaking when you should not be, such as when the teacher is talking, you will be asked to be quiet. If there is a second occurrence, you will be removed from the classroom. Participation points for the day will be reduced.


-If you have a positive contribution to share with the class, you may raise 


your hand to be called on.

c. Actions such as hitting classmates, throwing objects, inappropriate use of classroom materials, and running in the room are all punishable with removal from class, without any prior warning necessary.

4. Inappropriate language is unacceptable in my classroom. If you are heard swearing, or using hate language, you will be given a verbal warning, and if you have to be told again, this will result in your removal from class.


-Disrespect towards the teacher will not be tolerated. If you are upset about 
something, or feel something is unfair, please speak with me privately after class. 
Angry, aggressive, inappropriate, or disrespectful language directed towards the 
teacher may result in your immediate removal from class, no prior warning 
necessary. 

5. Cell Phone / Electronics Policy – The use of all electronic devices (except calculators) is prohibited in the classroom. If I see a phone, Ipod, Itouch, etc, I will take it immediately. I will keep the phone until the end of the day, when you may come and pick it up. If I am out of the room, or gone for the day, your phone will either be at OCI, or the school’s main office. If multiple offenses occur, I will hold your phone until a parent/guardian meets with me in person to discuss the issue.  

6. Teacher Area and Materials – 

a. Student are not allowed to go behind the front desk (spanning the length of the room, from desk to computer) for any reason. Doing so will result in your immediate removal from class.

b.  Students may not take/borrow/use any of the teacher’s materials from on the desks, or in other drawers/cabinets in the rooms without permission. If you need something (pencil, pen, calculator, tape, ruler, etc) ask the teacher, and an ID may be used as collateral for that item.

Consequences of Not Meeting Behavior Expectations
-Failure meet behavioral expectations outlined above will result in the loss of class participation points for the day, the teacher calling home, and depending on the occurrence, the student being formally written a referral to OCI.  

