Geometry A, Fall 2010

Ms. Masha Albrecht,


Rooms H206, H115


Berkeley High School

E mail: Masha_Albrecht@berkeley.k12.ca.us Please write anytime with questions or concerns.

Office Hours/Extra help: Tuesdays and Thursdays lunchtime in H206

The goal of this course is to develop an understanding and appreciation for geometry. 

Topics for the semester: geometric art, mathematical reasoning, geometric tools, properties of triangles and other polygons, and spherical geometry.
The text Discovering Geometry mixes student’s intuitive understanding with the more traditional and formal approach to geometric reasoning. We will study chapters 1-6. 

Please use the online book! (See the explanation on the back of this sheet for how to access it.)
In this class we will:

•
see that math is relevant and has applications everywhere

•
discover and learn math together, as well as on our own

•
respect others, help others, and listen to their ideas

•
respect all school equipment: desks, computers, books, and calculators 

•
confiscate electronic devices when used inappropriately.

•
not give up when we get stuck

•
come to class prepared with supplies and homework ready

•
come to class on time: Late homework will not be graded unless the student’s lateness is excused.
•
work hard, think hard, and share ideas with others

•
bring these every day: a notebook, or a binder with a section for math (you will use this for homework and notes); a pen, pencil, or both; your textbook; a scientific calculator, a compass and a straightedge

•
get homework every night

•
get long-term assignments, projects, and group projects and quizzes

•
express mathematical ideas in writing

•
work in groups

•        present ideas to the entire class 
•        welcome family and community members to our class.
Ms Albrecht will grade you like this:

Your grade is based on your demonstration of these skills:

	· Explanation
	· Problem solving



	· Communication


	· Cooperation



	· Perseverance
	· Making mathematical connections



	· Fluency in the curriculum content 


	


A homework assignment is our unit for measuring your grade. Each homework point is approximately ½ % of your semester grade.

•
Unit tests: 20 homework points each

•
Major projects: 20 homework points each

•
Quizzes: 5-15 homework points each 

Ms Albrecht posts grades on Powerschool once a month. She updates grades frequently on a spreadsheet that students will see every two weeks. Parents who want to see this spreadsheet for their child can e mail Ms Albrecht directly at any time.

Homework and other class announcements will be posted weekly at BHMoodle. Follow the directions to create an account. The enrollment key is “math”. 

Please sign below. After showing the signatures to your teacher, you will keep the original. 

Student: If your parent or guardian cannot read the English on this page, please explain this page before they sign it. 

I have read, understand, and agree to the contents of this page.

Student's name (print)_______________________

_________________________

________________________

student's signature



parent or guardian's signature

How to View Discovering Geometry Online

(and save yourself from carrying your book around!)

1.
Go to the Key Curriculum Press website:

http://www.keypress.com/
2.
Choose “Parents, Mentors, Students” at the top of the screen.

3.
On the right side you should see a box where your enter your ClassPass.

Our pass is: MsAlbrecht

4. After you submit the pass, you should be able to view our entire textbook online! (4th period studnts: don’t worry that it says 2nd period.) 

