World History/World Cultures
Ms. Greenberg/Fall 2010   
“Three quarters of the miseries and misunderstandings in the world would finish if people were to put on the shoes of their adversaries and understood their points of view”







- Mahatma Gandhi

Welcome to World History/World Cultures!  I am excited to get to know each of you and work with you this semester in our exploration of our world.  The purpose of this syllabus is for you to understand the work expectations and goals of the class.
Why Study World History?

The past has implications for both the present and the future.  Studying history prompts us to think about how

we can do better in the future than we did in the past.  We will identify the biggest issues in our world today, 

analyze the origin of these issues, and reflect on how we as individuals can improve our society.  We will also identify the 

successes of the past and consider how we can learn from them today.

By studying the history and diversity of our world, we can examine what we think it means to be a global citizen, 
and how to best contribute to society today.  We will focus our study not just on major historical figures, but also 
on “ordinary people,” those like you and I who have lived through extraordinary events.  
This class will emphasize the modern historical period since 1815.  The focus of first semester World History is on the 
modern history of Europe, Africa, Latin America, Asia and the Middle East.  Second semester World Cultures 
and Geography explores the interaction and interdependence of peoples and countries across the globe.  Some of 

the global issues studied will include religion, race, economic development and environmental consequences, 

immigration, migration and population.

What skills will I use and improve in this class?

This is a college preparatory class and you will be developing skills that you will need in college and in life.  In this class we will work on effective reading, research and writing strategies.  You will complete a research paper during the spring semester as a requirement of the Academic Choice Program.
Class rules and procedures
In addition to school rules and policies, in order to ensure your success and that of all students in this classroom, the following is essential:

Be respectful of others, the teacher and the classroom.  This means waiting to speak, raising your hand, and not interrupting students or the teacher.  This also includes finding appropriate times to use a bathroom pass, not while the teacher or another student is talking.  If you have questions or concerns, it is important to contact me at appropriate times. E-mails sent after 4pm will not be returned until the next day and e-mails sent on the weekend will be returned the following week.
Respect your environment: no food and drink (except for bottled water).  Pick up after yourself and leave your space clean.

Be polite.  This means absolutely no put-downs.  Be mindful of the tone you use with other students and the teacher.  This classroom should be a comfortable place where students can speak their mind.
Be on time and be prepared with materials and assignments.  The school’s tardy policy is 3 tardies = one unexcused absence.  5 unexcused absences will lower your grade one full grade during the report card period.  It is in your best interest to be on time. – meaning in your seat when the bell rings.  I start class right on time, and you may have a graded assignment at the beginning of the period (quiz or written question).  If you are tardy you will earn a 0 on this assignment.  


Bring your materials to class every day.  This means have your binder, paper, pencil and any assignments due.  You will not be able to leave class to retrieve assignments after the bell rings.  Your textbook may remain at home, available for homework assignments, unless I ask you to bring it.  You will be using a selection of course readers in this class, and I will ask you to bring those.
Be positive and participate in all class assignments.  You as a student contribute to the positive atmosphere of the classroom.  The expectation is you participate in all class assignments and work diligently and collaboratively with other students.  You are not distracted, nor are you distracting others.  No work for other classes should be out when you are in this classroom.  
Distractions: Part of contributing to positive classroom atmosphere is being present and attentive. This means cell phones need to be off, and ipods need to be away before class starts.  If seen, they will be confiscated.
Consequences: Consequences for not following classroom procedures will vary and can include a warning, after-class detention, parent contact, referral to OCI, extra assignments, parent contact and suspension.  
Your participation grade will be based on the above guidelines and procedures.
How am I Graded?

Grades are based on tests, quizzes, projects, homework, class work and behavior/participation.  Projects will utilize different skills than tests and will give you an opportunity to show your different strengths and interests.
Grade Breakdown:






Tests, papers and projects – 50%
Classwork and Homework – 35%

Participation/behavior –see above guidelines – 15%
All grades based on standard grading scale: 90-100% = A, 80-89%=B, 70-79% =C, 60-69% = D, < 60% =F
Posting Grades: I will post grades on Powerschool.  I will provide information on the content page of the parent portal as to when I will be posting grades.  I will not answer questions about your grade during class time – you must see me before or after class.
Homework and Class Work
You will be given class work and homework regularly. Homework is due at the beginning of the period and will either be collected or stamped on the day it is due. Class work will either be collected individually or in the form of a class work unit packet.  It is up to you to keep your work organized in this class.  An online site with assignment information is under construction and will be available shortly.
Late Work: You will have 3 late homework passes per semester that allow you to turn in work late with no penalty. Staple the late pass to the assignment and turn it in to the homework box for your class for full credit within one week from the due date. If there is no late pass, you can turn in homework for half credit up until the end of the unit.   Late passes may not be used for any project or paper. Remember that not completing homework on time can result in other consequences, such as lower quiz and participation scores if you are not prepared.  Projects and larger assignments will be graded ½ grade down for each day late.
If you are struggling, you need to see me before the day an assignment is due to get the help you need.
What if I am absent?

You should try to not be absent from this class, but in the case of an excused absence you may make up the work you have missed. You are responsible for getting any missed assignments.  You will have the equivalent of the number of days missed to make up the in class assignment.

Long-term projects and assignments (including work packets and pre-assigned homework) must be turned in on time regardless of absence. 
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get the work you missed.  There will be a go-to “absence person” assigned to each class and a crate where you can find any missed handouts and notes on what we did in class that day.  Before asking what you missed, you should check the notes and the crate and any questions should be directed to the absence person.  

E-mail: 





Phone:





Grades: Powerschool Parent Portal (found on BHS website)








Materials:  You are required to have a World History/World Cultures binder.  In your binder, you must have four sections:


1.  current unit class work assignments


2.  current unit homework


3.  past unit assignments (homework and classwork)


4.  binder paper








Sign and return by September 3rd.





Student signature: ����������������_______________________________________________________________








Parent Signature: ________________________________________________________________

















