Welcome to Geometry



Mr. Henri – Fall 2010

This is the first semester of a yearlong course designed to teach you important math skills.  Geometry at Berkeley High can be grouped into five major concepts.
1. Properties of shapes (triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, circles)

2. Measurement (length, angles, area and volume)

3. Congruence and Similarity

4. The Pythagorean Theorem (including right triangle Trigonometry)

5. Coordinate Geometry (including some Algebra)

Success in geometry requires a lot of effort on the part of the student.  There will be a new assignment everyday. You can expect half-an-hour to forty-five minutes of homework every night.  If you find that you are having trouble with the material, please come by at lunchtime.  I am available for tutoring everyday during lunch and after school by appointment.
The following supplies are required every day.  You must bring them.

· pencil, paper and graph paper

· your book

· a scientific calculator

· a notebook or binder for math in which to organize your work

· a ruler, a protractor and a compass[image: image1.wmf]
I expect that students attend each day, get to class on time, ask questions about the material, and successfully complete the course of study. When in groups, students must use soft voices, cooperate with their group mates, and keep on task. Since a portion of your grade is based on your group work, you have a responsibility to your group mates to be ready and willing to give your best effort. If you are not in class ready to work at the bell you will be marked tardy.  Tardiness will affect your class participation grade if you are tardy more than once in any three-week period. The school-wide proposed tardy policy (3 tardies = 1 unexcused absence and 5 unexcused absences in a report card period = grade lowered by one full grade) will be followed.

Honor Code: 
Read the Berkeley High School Honor Code in your organizer and/or the Red & Gold handbook.

[image: image2.wmf]Your grade in this class will be calculated as follows:

20%
Assignments: You will be given a new assignment everyday in class.  Assignments will be collected in class the day after it is assigned.  I will accept late assignments on the basis of one late assignment for every on time assignment.  Often you will be expected to start the assignment during class.  Daily warm-ups and do-nows are also worth assignment points.

10%
Participation/Investigations Our class will have frequent investigations.  These activities need to be completed during class time while working with your group members.  I will check at the end of the class period for completion and your participation will be based on both completing the work and how well you worked as a group.  Your group may also be asked to present your findings.  Disrupting the class, absences and tardiness all lower your participation grade.

15%
Quizzes/Problem Sets: I will give quizzes periodically during the unit some of which may be group quizzes.  I also will assign problem sets and count them as a quiz.

55%
Individual Tests: There will be an individual test at the end of each unit.  It is extremely important that you are well prepared for the individual test because more than half of your grade is based on how well you do on tests.  Remember though, that participating in class and doing homework on a daily basis is the best way to prepare for the individual tests.

Grading Scale: A(90-100%), B (80-89%), C(65-79%), D(50-64%), F(below 50%)

Electronic Devices:  Cell phones and iPod/MP3/CD players are not allowed during class time.

Please keep the first page for your reference and return the next page signed.  I look forward to meeting all parents/guardians at Back to School Night.  My contact information is given below.  Please feel free to contact me.

Philippe Henri






Math Teacher




e-mail:  p_henri@berkeley.k12.ca.us
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Please read the contract attached to this form.  Discuss all the items on that contract with your student and make sure they understand what they need to do to be successful in Geometry.  Then please sign and have your student return the form below with information on how I may contact you if necessary.

We have read the contract for Geometry.  We will try our best to succeed in this class by following the guidelines in the contract and by working with the teacher.

Students Name:_____________________________________________________

Student’s Signature:__________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name:______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:____________________________________________

Home Phone #:_____________________________________________

Day Time/Work Phone/Cell Phone #:_____________________________________

E-mail Address (optional):____________________________________

Additional Comments:

