WELCOME TO GEOMETRY 1H

Geometry has always been an especially challenging course for many students due to:

 the integral role of language and vocabulary,

 the first in-depth work with deductive reasoning and logic, 

 the emphasis on developing strong spatial visualization skills, and

 success in first year algebra does not necessarily guarantee success in geometry.

The honors geometry course is fast paced and comprehensive. It will consist of lectures, cooperative learning activities, use of manipulatives, individual and group projects, and computers. I hope that you will discover the richness and beauty of geometry.

Plan to spend approximately 1 hour a day on geometry homework. Your study time should include reading the text, doing the assignments, and reviewing vocabulary, theorems, postulates, notes and previous work (especially problems that you tried but did not do correctly or could not do at all). If you have any questions or need help with course work, get help immediately. Call your study buddies, come to a math tutorial (period 0, lunch, period 7, or after school), or see me (at lunch or after school). A simple misunderstanding can easily multiply into major confusion in a matter of a few days. Daily participation is essential to your success. Do not wait until the day before the test since tutorials are usually busy then.

Materials and supplies:  

You must bring to class every day:  


Textbook 


3-ring binder w/ section dividers


Pencils #2 or darker


A few colored pencils or pens


Lined binder paper


Straight edge or ruler.  

Occasionally, you will also need: 


Plain white paper


Graph paper


Compass


Protractor


Scissors 

Scientific calculators will be useful but are only needed for the second half of chapter 6. Do NOT buy an expensive graphing calculator just for this class, a simple $10 scientific (sine, cosine, tangent) is all that we will need.  Next year you will need a graphing calculator but you should wait until then to purchase one (they'll be cheaper by then, and your teacher will tell you which one to get).  

Binder:  
Keeping a well-organized binder will greatly help you in all your courses. Please organize your geometry binder into sections as follows:  

1. Vocabulary, Theorems and Postulates

2. Class work, notes

3. Homework 

4. Projects

5. Tests and Quizzes and their corrections.

CLASS EXPECTATIONS
I expect that students attend each day, get to class on time, ask questions about the material, and successfully complete the course of study. When in groups, students must use soft voices, cooperate with their group mates, and keep on task. Since a portion of your grade is based on your group work, you have a responsibility to your group mates to be ready and willing to give your best effort. If you are not in class ready to work at the bell you will be marked tardy. Tardiness will affect your class participation grade if you are tardy more than once in any three-week period. 

Grading policy:





Marking period:


1st Semester:



2nd Semester:


40%
Tests



35%
1st marking period

40%


20%
Quizzes


45%
2nd marking period  

40%


15%
Classwork 

 
20%
Final Exam


20%


15%
Individual projects











10%
Homework.

Tests:

Usually are about 100 points each, announced in advance, given on math test days, approximately every two weeks, last a full period. Tests can only be made up if absence is excused, otherwise count as 0.

Quizzes:

Usually are less than 50 points each, unannounced, may be on any day, usually short.  If missed due to excused absence, will not count in grade, otherwise recorded as 0.

Homework:

Is due every day (except on day of test) at the beginning of the period. Should be done neatly, in pencil, on 8½ X 11 binder paper. Every day the assignment will be checked quickly for completion, correct answers will be given, and students carefully correct their work. Corrections must be in ink or color, and should indicate what was wrong with the problem. The assignments may be collected occasionally and the corrections checked. I expect honors students to complete all their homework every day.

Honor Code: 

Read the Berkeley High School Honor Code in your organizer and in the Red & Gold handbook.

Community service:

Honors students must perform 2 hours of math tutoring each quarter (certified by a math teacher).

If at any time your parents would like to contact me, please have them e-mail me at p_henri@berkeley.k12.ca.us 

You can also leave a message on voice mail by calling 644-4500 ext. 37365.  Please leave a daytime phone number.

Student commitment:

I have read and discussed the class expectations and policies with my parents.

I will be responsible for my own learning. I will do my best to help myself and others in my class achieve. I will ask questions when I don’t understand, encourage others, and foster teamwork. I will respect other students and Mr. Henri. I realize that I will have homework every day and I will do my best to complete it. I know that I can come in for extra help at lunch or after school from Mr. Henri or another teacher. I will keep my parent/guardian informed of my progress by having them sign all grade print-outs. I understand and will follow the Berkeley High Honor Code.

Print student name: _____________________________________________________

Student signature: ______________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian commitment:

I have read and discussed the class expectations and policies with my student. 

I will do everything I can to help my child succeed in this class. I will encourage him/her to come in for help when he/she needs it. I know that she/he can receive help at lunch or after school from Mr. Henri or another teacher. I will call or e-mail Mr. Henri if anyone of us has a question. I realize that my child will have homework every day and will encourage her/him to complete it and turn it in on time. I will read/sign all grade print-outs when they come home.

Print parent/guardian name: ______________________________________________

Parent/guardian signature: _______________________________________________

Home phone #: ______________________

Daytime/work phone #: ____________________

E-mail address (optional): _______________________

