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Ms. Chodorow-Reich SEI World History Syllabus

Fall, 2010

[Brief] Course Description and Units of Study:

This SEI (Structured English Immersion) class covers World History with a focus on 1000 CE to the present!  In the first semester we will begin this gigantic endeavor by speeding through early human history looking at some more modern empires, and then exploring some of the major changes (slavery, colonialism, and democracy) that influence our lives today.  We’ll explore these questions in the process:

Likely Units of Study:

1. Introduction to History, Each Other, Hunter-Gatherers, the Agricultural Revolution, “Civilizations”
2. Empires of the Americas, Islam/Arab world, Africa, and Europe during the “Middle Ages”
3. Clash of the Crusades
4. Chinese Isolation, Age of Navigation and Conquest, Columbus, and the Beginning of Colonialism
5. Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, Slavery, and Abolition
6. European Cultural & Intellectual Developments
7. (Not a part of World History) Social Living
Major Course Themes:

Our studies will be connected through these major themes and related questions:

· Globalization

  --- What are the opportunities and threats that come with cultural diffusion?

  --- How has modern technology changed the world?  Is it for the better?

  --- What are each country's responsibilities toward each other in a global community?

· Power

--- How do power differentials (people not having the same amount of power) affect individuals? Communities?  Countries?

--- How do cultures and individuals respond to foreign domination?

--- What is the ideal form of government?

Skills you will use and improve in this class:

This is a college preparatory class and you will be developing skills you will need in college and in life.  We will work on effective reading, research, speaking and writing strategies, with a focus on developing academic language. We will also build our practice of daily personal and professional work habits.
What you need to bring to class every day:

· Your brilliance, bravery, and heart. Remember: You, yes YOU, have always done your best and are wonderful and capable!
· Binder- Each student is required to bring a binder divided into five sections EVERYDAY.  (I will be grading you regularly on having an organized binder!). BINDER SECTIONS:
1.) Reference

2.) Rock n’ Rolls

3.) Classwork/ Notes/ Homework (C/N/H)



    4.) Projects


     5.) Graded Work (keep all for each unit)
· Mental readiness to learn: Show up to class ready to work hard everyday- I do not give free days. Keep your ears and brain focused on what we are talking about, ask questions. The more you put into this class, the more you will get out of it. Part of contributing to a positive classroom atmosphere is being present and attentive. This means all cell phones need to be off/silent (NOT vibrate) and iPods etc need to be away before class starts. If seen, they will be confiscated.
· Respect: Everyone in the class has a different life story. In this class we will be sharing our ideas, beliefs, and histories. Respect your fellow classmates and their perspectives. Be mindful of the tone you use with other students and the teacher. This classroom should be a comfortable place where students can speak their mind. This also means waiting to speak, not interrupting, saying thank you and excuse me, and finding appropriate times to use a bathroom pass (not while the teacher or another student is talking.)
Consequences for not meeting expectations may include: a warning, lunch or after-school detention, parent contact, referral to OCI, extra assignments, or suspension.  Note: A large portion of your grade is based on Daily Personal and Professional Work Habits (Daily Work Habits, or DWH).  In addition to the consequences listed above, any student who is not willing to follow behavior expectations will have his/her grade lowered.
On most days, students do not need to bring textbooks to class.  If you need to bring it, I’ll let you know several days in advance.
As your teacher I will bring to class every day:

Care for you- your well-being and your learning.

Willingness and availability to help you.

A commitment to always help you act in your best interest and the best interest of the classroom.

A commitment to not allow anything that stops students from learning or me from teaching.

Types of Assignments for the class:

A. Rock n’ Rolls: low stakes writing assignments at the beginning of each class graded on effort not correctness.  

B. Classwork: Lecture notes, in class readings, simulations…graded on completion and sincere effort.

C. Homework: Usually reading assignment with notes. We will do an activity with the homework on the day it is due so having it done on time at the beginning of class is important.
D. Work Packets: On a weekly or bi-weekly basis I collect all of the work you have been doing (A-C). THIS IS THE BIGGEST PART OF YOUR GRADE. 

E. Socratic Seminars: You will have an opportunity to share your ideas in a discussion format. These discussions will be graded based on your ability to reference the course material and participate civilly in a lively exchange of ideas. 

F. Tests and quizzes: Notes are allowed on tests so take detailed notes and keep them organized! 

G. Essays and other projects: This class will utilize a variety of activities including essays, theatrical presentations, and visual representations dealing with the course material.

GRADING:

Students are graded in the following categories:

· Building Knowledge (ongoing efforts and evidence that you are applying and synthesizing what you are learning including Rock n' Rolls, in-class notes, reading analysis, and homework. Packets of work collected regularly.)

· Mastery of Knowledge (papers, projects, tests, quizzes, and Socratic seminars that show your ability to study and pull together what you have been learning)

· Daily Work Habits:

· Personal & Professional Habits (preparedness, behavior, timeliness of assignments and arrival, organization, perseverance, positive attitude, productive collaboration, participation, leadership)
· Metacognition (self-reflection, knowing how you learn and how you know, being aware of what you don’t know, asking for help including going to tutoring and office hours)
· Social Living (The 3 week unit in January, plus finals)
As a teacher I understand that every student enters this class at a different place.  Therefore, every student in this class will be graded based on her or his individual abilities, effort and growth – as well as your commitment to the success of others in this class.  You are expected to be the absolute best student that YOU can be, while helping every other student be the best she or he can be.  

Grading will have these approximate weights:

Projects and Mastery of Knowledge-30%, Building Knowledge-50%, Daily Work Habits- 15%, Social Living- 5%
Quarter and semester grades are based on the standard grading system:


90-100%:  A

80-89%:   B

70-79%:
   C

60-69%:
   D (note: A “D” earns credit for BHS graduation, but does NOT count toward college admittance)

< 60%:
   F

ATTENDANCE, TARDIES, LATE WORK:

It is simple.  To be successful, you must come to class every day and on time. 

BHS also has the following Absence Policy and Mandatory Grade Reduction:

In addition to loss of credit and learning due to missing work, the school’s tardy policy is 3 tardies = one unexcused absence. 5 unexcused absences will lower your grade one full grade for each 9-week quarter.  It is in your best interest to be on time- meaning in your seat, working, with all materials out when the bell rings (not getting your stuff out when the bell rings, but beginning the assignment).
Late work policy: 

Homework is due at the beginning of the period and will be stamped on the day due. It is up to you to keep your work organized in this class.  You will have 2 late homework passes per quarter that allow you to turn smaller assignments in for full credit one day late. It is your responsibility to show me the homework the next day, and give me the pass. Late passes may NOT be used for Socratic seminar preparation for example, which would be needed to participate in that day’s activity, nor for projects or papers. Late larger assignments will bring your entire DWH grade down for the semester for each day late up to 5 days, and after that the assignment grade itself will decrease daily.
If an absence has been excused, a student has the same number of days as the length of the absence to make up assignments.  It is the student’s responsibility to hand in work promptly when returning from an absence – I will not remind you. If an absence has not been officially excused with the attendance office, the work is late.

Note: if you have a serious, long-term illness or family matter, notify me immediately and we’ll come up with a plan.

Teacher/Student Communication

Please, please, please contact me outside of class if you have any questions, concerns, or general comments. This plea is directed at both students and guardians.  I feel I am most effective when working with students one on one.  If something is bothering you, please don’t let it fester, come and see me, or write me a note, and we can work it out. 
Office hours: Most days after school until 4:30 or by appointment (some exceptions inevitable)

Bad times to approach me about a personal issue…


- During class
- During lunch
I am also available by email rachelcr@berkeleyhigh.us
Tips on How to Succeed:

1. Come to class every day, unless you’re sick.

2. Communicate with me regularly, and especially if you are having difficulty.

3. Show honest effort and try your best.

4. Complete all assignments on time and be prepared for each day’s lesson.

5. Participate thoughtfully in class discussions.  Push yourself further than perhaps you are comfortable.

6. Be in your desk and starting work (with all materials, and organized!) when the bell rings.

7. Have your cell phone on SILENT (NOT vibrate) or OFF, and have earphones/music out of my sight or they will be taken away for 24 hours.
“Each of us has that right, that possibility, to invent ourselves daily. If a person does not invent herself, she will be invented. So, to be audacious enough to invent ourselves is wise.”          - Maya Angelou 
“If you have come to help me, you are wasting your time.  But if you have come because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us walk together.”          - Lilia Watson         
For Guardians/Parents:

Thank you for reading through this syllabus.  If you have any questions or comments throughout the year please contact me. Your student’s success this semester will be aided by your ability to support them. A recent multi-year study of high school students found that the two biggest keys to their success were their beliefs about their ability to be successful students, and time spent on homework. Don’t push them too hard on homework, but do help them find a place and time do it! I really care about the success and happiness of each of your students and look forward to supporting them, with you, this year.
Please complete the following and return this page with your student.  Returning this page signed will be one of the first small graded assignments for the semester. (If you prefer you can email the part about your student to me directly.) 
SEI World History        Ms. Chodorow-Reich
    Fall, 2010

I have read the attached syllabus and understand the course requirements.

___________________________________   ___________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (PRINT)


     Student Name (PRINT)

___________________________________   ___________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature


     
     Student Signature

Parent/Guardian Contact Information:

Name(s): ______________________________________________

Phone #(s): __________________________________________

Email Address(es): _______________________________________

Last but NOT least (for students): 
Your Name: _________________________________________
Period (History): _______

Your Email address (PRINT CLEARLY): ________________________________  

Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________  Relationship to you: _____________

Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________  Relationship to you: _____________

Computer Access

Do you have access to these things at home?

A computer? 
(circle one)


no/rarely
sometimes
yes/always

The internet? 
(circle one)


no/rarely
sometimes
yes/always

Background

Where were your born (list the country if not in the US)?

When did you move here (if applicable)?           Why did you move here (if applicable)? 


Who do you live with?

What languages do you speak?


What languages do you read and write?
What is the language spoken at home?

Do the adults in your home speak English?
School Stuff

School You Attended Last Year: ______________________________________________________

English and History Teacher(s) Last Year: ______________________________________________

Do you like History? (Be honest)  Why or why not?

What do you think are your academic strengths?
What are your academic goals for this year (Grades? Skills? Organization? Other stuff?)
Do you have a job, babysitting, or other time consuming responsibilities (explain)? 

What else should I know about you to help you succeed? Please tell me about any life situations or special learning needs. (ex: IEP, 504, great at visual art/theater, scared of public speaking, health issues, hard family situation) Any ideas about what you need from me? 
Contact Information: 


Email: rachelcr@berkeleyhigh.us (**preferred)


Facebook: Rachel Chodorow-Reich (there’s a pic of me with bread I baked!)


Phone: (510) 644-6120 (leave message at main office)





What does it mean to be “civilized”?


What is the state of the world today and how did it get that way?


What is the historical significance of (why does it matter that) various things in history happened? Why does it matter that various empires and civilizations existed?


Why does it matter that people (especially us) know things happened/existed? How might our lives/history/understanding of the world might be different if we didn’t know?


Why is there such an unequal distribution of wealth and power in the world today?


What are the characteristics of a just society? How do we create a just society? Can people be trusted to govern themselves? 


How have oppressed people successfully resisted exploitation and domination?


How did a handful of Western European countries come to dominate so much of the world? Why does racism exist?





Please put a * next to the best way to reach you.





Please tell me anything I should know about your student (transitions they’re going through/have been through, challenges or advice, anything that might affect their experience, and at least 3 great things about them)























*** Parents and guardians are amazing and have knowledge to share! If you have any experiences, skills, materials, speakers, field trips, or anything else that you think would help our class, please let me know!




























