10th Grade AC English										SECTION F


Ms. Rosen 


Syllabus- Fall 2010


Kate_Rosen@berkeley.k12.ca.us	


_____________________________________________________________________________


“What really knocks me out is a book, when you're all done reading it, you wished the author that wrote it was a terrific friend of yours and you could call him up on the phone whenever you felt like it.”


- Holden Caulfield, Catcher in the Rye _____________________________________________________________________________


Goals:


To engage students in an interactive, lively and wide ranging exploration of ideas


To inspire students to become skilled readers of prose, poetry and drama


To guide students in writing effective essays and research papers


To encourage students to pursue literature with zeal


______________________________________________________________________________





Schedule: This is a tentative schedule for the fall semester, so be aware that it is subject to change. A unit calendar will be provided at the start of each unit.


		


	September 1 – September 17 : Intro to the course, Basics review


	September 20 – October 22: Greek Mythology/ Oedipus


	October 25 – November 5 : Writing and Grammar


	November 8 – December 10 : The Kite Runner


	December 12 – December 17 : Final Review and Exam 





** Please remember that I reserve the right to shorten or elongate the periods spent on each piece of literature depending on our mastery of the text. 


______________________________________________________________________________





Grading:   If there are any questions regarding grades, talk to me before/ after class or before/ after school. The grade scale is as follows:





	A+ 98-100	B+ 88-89	C+ 78-79	D   55-64


	A   92-97	B   82-87	C   70-77	D- 50-54


	A-  90-91	B- 80-81	C-  65-69	F   49 or below





	Here is a basic breakdown of the semester:





Daily Homework: 20% 


Essays: 25%


Tests/Quizzes: 25%


Participation / Socratic Seminars: 30%





























Late Homework Policy: I do not accept late work without penalty. It is a disservice to me, your classmates and, most importantly, yourself. If you are sick, you may email me your work (attached in Microsoft Word format, and copied into the text of the email) the day it is due, as long as you provide a print version the day you return.  A copy of your official admit slip confirming your absence must be stapled to it.  For every day an assignment is late, you will be deducted 1 letter grade. **If there are special circumstances, please talk to me and we can make appropriate arrangements.


�Absence/Tardy Policy: I strictly follow the Berkeley High School absence/tardy policy.





Missed Tests: When students are absent on a test day, they have two days to make it up (unless other arrangements have been made with me).  If the student has an unexcused absence for that day, the test will be recorded as a zero and he/she will not be given the make-up option. The make-up test may be tougher than the original, so the students are encouraged to be in class on test days. Those who do not miss any tests during the course of the semester will be eligible for a drop of their worst quiz (not test) grade. 





Behavioral Expectations: 


Respect the people in the classroom.


No drinks except water.


No offensive language or slurs of any kind.


No unwanted or disruptive physical contact with fellow students, teachers or visitors in the classroom.


Any cell phones, iPods, PSPs or any other form of technology I see being used in class will be picked up by a parent in the principal’s office. No arguments, no warnings, no nothin’. THERE WILL BE NO HEADPHONES WORN/USED/EXISTENT IN CLASS!





Consequences: In case a situation arises that needs disciplinary action, I may use any of the following I feel will be most useful:


Quietly and privately talking to you in the classroom


Ask you to fill out a Self-reflection sheet


Give you a referral


Call home


Talk to your counselor/vice-principal





Questions/Concerns: If you have any questions or concerns about the material covered in class, please feel free to email me or come before or after school. Scheduling a time to meet is best, but I will be here early and will stay late, so if you need ANYTHING, please come to see me. My door is always open 





Please have your parent/guardian sign this sheet and return it to me by: Friday, September 3rd   at the beginning of class. – 10 points








I have read the above and understand the policies to be enforced.





My student is : __________________________________________














X______________________________________    Date_________________________________


	    (PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNATURE)


