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Welcome!  I’m looking forward to getting to know you and your families, and enjoying a rewarding and productive year. 

Content


Geometry is more than just the study of shapes. In the traditional math curriculum, it is used as a tool to develop logic and problem solving. We will use shapes to develop both Inductive reasoning skills (recognizing and generalizing patterns) and Deductive reasoning skills (using logic to show conclusively why certain patterns are true). Geometry is also about the development of Mathematical systems, conventions of notation, and efficient Mathematical communication.


We will be using Michael Serra’s Discovering Geometry 3rd Ed. textbook. This curriculum relies heavily on investigation, discovery, and cooperative learning in groups. These methods are precisely why the text has been chosen. Students are expected to put forth initiative, and work interdependently, not independently.


Specific topics include the classification and properties of triangles, quadrilaterals, and circles, classic construction techniques, area and volume, similarity and proportion, and an introduction to Trigonometry. Throughout the year there will be an emphasis on the continued learning of Algebra, problem solving, and student skills. 

Materials

· Please bring to class everyday:

· Pencil (not pen!)
· Notebook or binder. Graph paper instead of lined is helpful.
· A calculator. Most days, a simple 10 key is fine. By the end of the year, a scientific calculator is required. (With “sin” “cos” and “tan” buttons. The TI-30 series is easy to use. A TI 83/84 graphing calculator is acceptable, but not needed until Algebra II).

· Please have available at home:

· A protractor
· A compass. Best to purchase one from me for $3, much better than more expensive ones available in stores.

· Textbook. I will have copies available for use in class. Students may leave their book at home or use the online resources at http://www.keymath.com/x3017.xml. Enter classpass: DeanGeometry to access a full digital copy of the book, or directly access the supplemental resources available. I highly recommend these supplemental resources. A link is provided on the class website as well.
Class Website


For class announcements, copies of assignment sheets and handouts, and access to grade progress reports, visit the class website at http://sites.google.com/site/msdeangeometry
Grading


90-100% = A;    80-89% = B;    65-79% = C;     50-64% = D,     0-49% = F


Both effort and mastery need to be shown in order to pass. All students can benefit from additional outside tutoring in order to improve mastery. The College Career Center is an invaluable resource, open until 6pm every day. Several teacher run tutorials are funded by BHSDG. Please see me for a schedule of these tutorials. Accumulated grades and exam scores will be available on the class website for monitoring.


In order to balance the impact of effort and mastery, grades in my class are weighted by category. Points in one category may therefore be “worth more” than points in another category.    

The weighting is as follows:

40%
Unit Exams

-5 exams in fall, 6 in spring. The lowest exam for each semester will be dropped.

15%
Final Exam

-Each semester ends with a comprehensive exam.

5%
Quizzes

-A variety of quiz structures are utilized throughout units.
40%
Work


-Includes homework, participation points, problem sets, and projects.

Electronics


Cell phones, iPods, or any other electronics will not be tolerated in class. They must be turned off and put away out of sight. If electronics are not put away at my request, they will be confiscated. The first time, I will talk with the student and return it after class. The second time, I will hold it 24 hours until the next class period. The third time, the phone or iPod will be not be returned until a parent conference.

Homework


Homework is essential for learning about the types of problems that appear on exams. It is assigned daily, and is due the next day. Students will be given an assignment sheet for each unit that will be used to record points earned, and will be turned in at the end of the unit- which means it can’t be lost or forgotten! Students will typically be given time to start assignments in class, and can expect an additional 15-45 minutes of additional time needed at home.

Full credit will be given only for assignments where every problem has been clearly attempted, no problems are skipped, and all work is shown and organized. Incomplete assignments or those with inadequate work shown may receive reduced credit at my discretion based upon the degree of completion. 


Late assignments will receive a maximum of half credit, and will only be accepted if fully completed within one week of the original due date. 

For each day of excused absence, a student has one day of allowance to make up assignments missed. Essentially, students must double up on homework assignments to catch up. When possible, it is ideal for students to do their best to attempt the assignment they are missing before they return. For longer absences, see me to discuss time expectations. 
Attendance


Consistent attendance is essential for success. A significant impact on grades is noticeable as soon as a student is missing more than 1 day a month—even 2 days a month translates to ~10% of missed class time! Even tardies can have a significant impact on a students grade—the student runs the risk of missing homework check, warm-up points, and quizzes, and often arrives unprepared when they are rushed. Excessive tardies will incur further consequences. 

Absences must be excused within 5 school days by calling the attendance office any time at 644-6209. The student must show me a clearance slip in order for me to excuse the absence and accept late work. I am not automatically informed of excused absences by the school—it is the student’s responsibility to inform me that an absence has been excused. I follow the BHS policy of lowering grades for excessive tardies and unexcused absences.
Missed Quizzes/Exams


Two seventh period make up sessions will be scheduled for each exam. I will not grade any make up exams until the absence is excused and I have been shown the clearance slip. If an exam is not properly made up or the absence excused, it will be recorded as a zero, although it may be the dropped exam for the semester. 
There are no make-ups for quizzes, but I will excuse up to 2 per semester with an absence excuse slip. Until I am presented with an absence clearance slip, the quiz grade will remain a zero.
