Advanced Biology Enhancement Lab

Ms. Strong

G207

Berkeley High School

Course Description

Enhancement Lab is a complimentary course to Advanced Biology. This course covers similar content to Advanced Biology but the method of teaching is entirely labs and experiments. Students will review content that is covered in Advanced Biology while learning and practicing laboratory and science skills such as: using the microscope, collecting data, using laboratory equipment, drawing graphs, analyzing graphs and making conclusions based on results obtained in lab.

Required Materials (materials to be brought every day to class unless otherwise stated)

1. 3 ringed binder with pockets.

2. Pencil with eraser.

3. Student Planner.

4. Calculator.

Assessment and evaluations:  Student success and progress in class will be assessed/evaluated by the following tools:  laboratory assignments and reports.

Ms. Strong’s Office Hours/Tutoring:  Tuesdays and Wednesdays during lunch in G207.

*Ms. Strong can usually be found in G207, G201 or the Copier Room (G202)

Ms. Strong’s Email: sstrong@berkeley.k12.ca.us
Grading Policy

Quarter grades:

Quarter grades will be calculated using a non-weighted point system.  The breakdown of the points is approximately as followed:

Warm-up Questions: 5 pts

Procedure/Data: 10 pts

Discussion Questions: 5 pts

Semester Grades:

Semester grades will be based on the averaging of the 1st and 2nd quarter grades and weighing that as 80% of the semester grade.  The final lab practical will be worth 20% of the semester grade.

Up-to-date grades will be provided at least every 2 weeks in class. Assignments and grades will also be accessible on Powerschool.

*Please refer to the attendance/grade reduction procedure described in your student organizer to see how absences and tardies impact quarter grades.

Missing, Incomplete, Unsatisfactory Homework: Each student will be awarded one free lab pass each semester.  However, if more than one lab assignment is missing, incomplete, or unsatisfactory, students will be required to stay with Ms.Strong during office hours/tutoring to make up the work. This needs to be completed within 1 week from when the lab was due.

Absences:  It is important that students be responsible and proactive when they are absent so that they do not fall behind in lab.  

· Known Absences:  If a student misses lab due to sports or other school-related activities, family vacations, or other out-of-school activities, students are required to speak with or email Ms. Strong about labs that will be missed ahead of time.    

· Illness and Unforeseen Absences:  If a student misses lab due to an illness, family emergency, or another unforeseen circumstance, that student needs to speak with Ms. Strong about making up the lab when they return to school. If the lab is not completed within 1 week, the student will earn no credit for that lab.

· If a student misses a lab, make up labs will be held during lunch on Tuesdays and Wednesdays in room G207. If a lab is not made-up within a week, that student will earn no credit for that lab.
· Extra Credit:  Each quarter, students may opt to do extra credit work worth up to a total of 20pts. 
· Serving as a teacher’s assistant in make-up labs. Students may assist other students who are making up a lab by helping Ms. Strong get the materials ready, assisting students who are doing the lab and helping to clean up the lab. Students can earn up to 20 points for serving as a teacher’s assistant.
· Other Extra Credit Options:  Students may do another extra credit assignment such as a project, or experiment that relates to the class and is approved by Ms. Strong.  Expectations for receiving 20pts for the extra credit work will be discussed prior to its completion on an individual basis.  
A Plan for Success

The following are classroom policies that will enable our class to build a fun, harmonious, and productive community.

1. Cheating and Plagiarism:  Please refer to the student organizer regarding policies and consequences for cheating and plagiarism. The following are examples and ways to avoid plagiarism:

Types of Plagiarism- copying a classmate’s responses to prelab or discussion questions, taking credit for work that is not yours, not citing sources used for research assignments/projects, et al.

How to Avoid It- Ask Ms. Strong, a librarian, or your English teacher when using sources in a

 project/assignment. Use your own thoughts and words.  

2. Cell Phones and Electronic Devices Policy: Cell phones and all electronic devices (ex. iPods, etc.) are to be turned off and stowed away while in lab. Any phone or device seen will be taken immediately.

3. Food/Drink in Lab: No food or drink is allowed during lab.

4. Using the Bathroom: Use the bathroom before the bell has rung.  Students will not be permitted to use the bathroom during the first and last 10 minutes of class. 

Laboratory Safety Rules/Guidelines

The following guidelines will help all students be successful in labs:

1. Be on time.

2. Read the lab and complete the prelab questions before the day of the lab.

3. Listen to instructions at the beginning of lab.

4. Act responsibly and safely when working with lab partners and when handling lab equipment.

5. Communicate clearly with lab partners.

6. Ask the teacher questions when concerned about safety and/or laboratory procedure.

7. If you know that you won’t be able to make a lab on your assigned day, discuss with Ms. Strong when and where you will be able to make up the lab. 

*If students are behaving in a manner that is irresponsible, disrespectful or could pose a danger to themselves or others, they will be instructed to leave class and will not receive credit for the lab. 

Further consequences may result such as not being able to perform lab activities.

Tentative Lab Schedule:

Advanced Biology Enhancement Labs: Fall Semester 2010
	Date

(Week Starting)
	Lab
	Title
	Grade
	Comments

	9/20
	2
	Paperclip (Enzyme) Lab
	___/20
	

	9/27
	3
	Milk Makes Me Sick!
	___/20
	

	10/4
	4
	How much do you C?
	___/20
	

	10/11
	5
	How Sweet It is
	___/20
	

	10/18
	6
	Cellular Soap Opera
	___/20
	

	10/25
	7
	Elodea (Osmosis) Lab
	___/20
	

	11/1
	8
	Body Tissue Types Lab
	___/20
	

	11/8
	9
	What You Can’t See Can Hurt You (UV Rays)
	___/20
	

	11/15
	10
	Naked Egg (Osmosis)
	___/20
	

	11/29
	11
	The Domino Effect
	___/20
	

	12/6
	12
	You’ve Got Nerve
	___/20
	

	12/13
	13
	Clothespin (Lactic Acid) Lab
	___/20
	

	1/3
	14
	Got Blood?
	___/20
	

	1/10
	15
	Mother and Child Reunion
	___/20
	

	1/17
	N/A
	Lab Practicum
	___/80
	


There will be no labs the week of Thanksgiving (11/22) and the week of finals (1/24).

I have read and understand the following:

1. Advanced Biology Course Description 

2. Grading Policy

3. “A Plan for Success”

Student Signature:

________________________________________________

and date

Parent/Guardian Signature:
________________________________________________

and date

Teacher Initials: ________
