	


	AP Language & Composition Syllabus 

Autumn 2010 – Ms. Tebbe  

lestebbe@mindspring.com  home: (510) 594-8480


Welcome to junior year! It will be a challenging and fun year. This is a college level course, requiring you to be responsible, diligent, and downright obsessed students. Luckily, often with this kind of academic dedication comes a personally engaging experience. I will encourage you to observe, develop, and present arguments based on the texts we read about which you are passionate.  Once this is achieved, your writing will undoubtedly improve, both in quality and in your willingness to write. It is my responsibility to show you that you can do this. It is your responsibility to be open to the hard work that is to come.
Schedule

For the first month or so, we will hit the pavement running, learning the basics of rhetoric. After that, we will follow this weekly schedule. My advice is to set up the corresponding homework schedule quickly. There is no room for slacking. 

	
	Typical Weekly In-Class Schedule
	Corresponding Evening Homework

	Monday
	AP prompt work
	Reading assign. for Tues. Exp.Para. if due.

	Tues.
	Journal; discuss novel or story as a class.
	Reading assign. for Wed & Soc. Seminar questions.

	Wed.
	Socratic seminar or workshop
	Reading assign for Thurs.

	Thurs.
	Journal; discuss novel or story as a class.
	None; start reading for Tues, work on Exp.Para. 

	Friday
	AP prompt work
	Exp. Para. due Tues. & Tuesday reading assign.


Literature


The following texts will be used in the Fall and Spring. I am asking parents to purchase these texts as part of my close reading strategy, which involves writing in them.  Please purchase all of these NOW!!, so that you’re sure to have them when we start. You can purchase them used from local bookstores, or from Amazon, or wherever. If there is a cost issue, let me know.  The school can help. 


NOTE: I have purchased our first book – The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn - for you, for $2.00. I will ask each of you to bring a reimbursement.

	The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald

Sula – Toni Morrison

The Things They Carried – Tim O’Brien

	Fall Units of Study 

	· Basics of Rhetoric: introduction to concepts, the class, the exam

· Huckleberry Finn: Satire and the social commentary behind it; 

· The Great Gatsby: American ideals and their success.

· Critical Literary Theory: Analyzing literature through various theoretical lenses.


Grading
At each grading quarter, I will give you a print-out of your purely numeric grade layout for the marking period or semester, based on the below percentages.  These percentages reflect my priorities. You can then sign up to present an oral defense for a particular grade of your choosing. In other words, you will choose your own grade, and defend that decision with whatever evidence you think will convince me to agree. You should bring materials from throughout the semester as evidence, and should discuss things like effort, participation, degree of growth, personal challenges and your response to them, goals for the future, how you have addressed my priorities, etc. This is entirely up to you. I will then make my own decision based on your defense. If your case is strong enough to convince me, I will change your grade accordingly. Come prepared; I will not be speaking! 
         Class discussions and participation
         15%       Tests and prompts
20%
         Journals , homework & notetaking
         15%       Essays
         

20%

         Expository Paragraphs (~2/month)
         20%       Oral presentations
10%

              Note: These categories may change slightly throughout the year.

How to Succeed: 

· Come to class every day, unless you are sick.

· Participate thoughtfully. Push yourself further than perhaps you are comfortable.  

· Communicate with me regularly, but especially if you are having difficulty. 

· Show honest effort. Effort and communication... 

· Do all of the reading and hand in all assignments on time. 

Make sure that you clear any absence(s) by showing me the official attendance slip after class.  Your grade will be lowered because of absences according to the BHS policy. 

Late Work Policy


To get the grade I would originally give you, you must get your work to me whether you are sick or well, in class or not. I do not accept late work without penalty. If you are sick, you may email me your work (attached in Microsoft Word format, and copied into the text of the email) the day it is due, as long as you provide a print version the day you return.  If I do not get a paper copy the day you return, your grade may be reduced according to the time schedule below. 

If I find that your absence is not cleared for that day, you will get no credit for the assignment. 
If you DON’T turn your work in, the following applies:

· If you hand it in within one week of the due date, your grade will be lowered by one letter grade (1 point out of my ten, and A to a B, etc.)

· If you hand it in within two weeks of the due date, your grade will be lowered by two letter grades (2 points out of my ten, and A to a C), and may not get the benefit of my comments.

· Any work handed in after two weeks will be given, at BEST, a D+ (a.k.a. three letter grades below an A), and will not get the benefit of my comments.  
Note: If you have a serious, long-term illness or family matter, notify me immediately and we can come up with a plan.
Additional points:

*Any cell phones I see being used in class will be picked up by a parent in OCI.  
No arguments, no warnings, no nothin’.

*You MAY eat in my class if you’d like (I will) as long as:

1) Work always comes first, and

2) You leave NO evidence behind. If you do, your privilege is revoked.

Criteria for Successful Participation and Academic Responsibility
1. Punctuality 

You must be at your desk on time ready to learn.  A pattern of being late indicates less than serious commitment to the course and causes unnecessary disruptions for the rest of us. School policy is that 3 tardies equals one unexcused absence, and 15 (5 unexc. absences) drops your grade by one full letter. 
2. Preparedness

Always come to class with your journal, notebook, a writing implement, and whatever literature/book we are discussing.  I should not have to tell you to have these items ready for the start of class. Come to class having completed the work, and ready to contribute. Take notes. 
3. Contributions
            You should always come to class with something worthwhile to say about the material.  This requires a certain level of thoughtfulness while completing the work at home. I expect you to contribute at least one thoughtful comment to our discussion each day, each associated with a specific passage from the text.

4. Listening

When you are not speaking, you should be listening carefully to your classmates or to me, and responding.  Side-conversations, even if relevant to the academic topic, are not acceptable. 

5. Submitting Work
See Late Policy  





            Most of your assignments are scheduled far in advance, so having your work ready is expected. Your work should demonstrate academic pride and responsibility. It should not be completed the night before, and it should be fully edited (several times – even I have to do that). 

6. Attendance

You must attend class every day to succeed, and you must be on time.  Both of these factors will effect your grade substantially.   

7.
Attitude

The most important part of your participation grade is your 

attitude, as reflected in all of the above categories.  Do you come to class each day with a positive attitude, willing and ready to learn as much as possible about the curriculum? Are you contributing as much to the class as you are taking away from it? Do you consistently uphold a standard of excellence characteristic of devoted students?  The answer to all of these questions must be YES for you to get an A.

8. 
Proactive diligence
Not every student will be prepared to do this kind of work.  

Some may struggle. Being proactive means taking steps to make sure you survive in this class. Emailing me for help, going to our tutor for help, and coming to see me at lunch are all proactive steps that help ensure your success. 






