April 4, 2006

TO: Members of Shared Governance Committee
FROM: Academic Choice Advisory Council

Dear Committee Members:

Academic Choice (AC) is proposing to revise its ninth grade history curriculum for 2006-2007. Our proposal to
introduce two new courses, along with the course descriptions which will be submitted to the University of Cal-
ifornia requesting “P” accreditation for these classes, accompany this memo. We hope the following summary
of what we want to do and why—and providing a fuller context regarding the way we are working to enrich our
program—will help you to evaluate our proposal.

Academic Choice proposes the following for 2006/2007:

1). To replace the social studies portion of Freshman Seminar with two one-semester courses: World
Geography and Cultures in the fall and Ancient Civilizations in the spring. The Ancient Civilizations
curriculum would lead into World History in 10™ grade creating, in effect, a three-semester world history
course. The Social Living curriculum will be delivered as a stand alone unit or units during the course of
the World Geography and Cultures course fall semester. Activities relating to high school orientation and
acquisition of study skills will also be included in the ninth grade history curriculum.

2). To change the name of the English portion of Freshman Seminar to Freshman English Language and
Composition. The current Board-approved reading list would be retained. We will continue working to
strengthen the writing curriculum and will strongly encourage all AC ninth grade English teachers to
participate in the Writer/Coach Connection program.

3). To refer to the AC English and History 9" and 10% grade classes as the “AC Humanities Core.” As
they are this year in 9" grade, the same number of students will remain together for the two classes and
the teaching pair will be encouraged to collaborate and align curriculum. The “AC Connections”
program—promoting networking and communication among students, parents and teachers in each
core—will be continued and expanded to the tenth grade where students will be cored in World History
and World Literature for the first time.

We remain firmly committed to delivering the Identity and Ethnic Studies curriculum. We propose to do so by
embedding that curriculum in an integrated humanities curriculum and delivering it over the four-year arc of the
program, adding to and enhancing the themes as students progress through Geography, World History, US His-
tory, Economics, Government, and social studies electives, as well as through the study and analysis of litera-
ture and non-fiction texts at all grade levels. ,,Specifics of where the 20 student outcomes listed for Freshman
Seminar will be addressed are included in our proposal. We recognize the importance of these thematic out-
comes to our community and are committed to teaching students the nature and value of their own cultural
identity within the context of regional cultures and histories.

We think that it is important for Academic Choice, as a program with an emphasis on the humanities, to offer a
ninth grade history course that carries “P” credit. World Geography and Cultures and Ancient Civilizations are
modeled on 9t grade courses already approved for “P” credit at other public high schools in California. We are
convinced that these two content-rich courses—each of which will use a well-regarded textbook—will give stu-
dents a strong grounding in the disciplines of anthropology, geography and sociology, and provide students
with tools and knowledge which they can build on throughout their high school studies.



The state-required Social Living framework will be taught as a stand-alone unit during the first semester World
Geography course. During this unit, the nine expectations that the state of California specifically sets out — the
“unifying idea(s)” of “acceptance of personal responsibility for lifelong health; respect for and promotion of the
health of others; an understanding of the process of growth and development; and informed use of health-re-
lated information, products, and services” — will be discussed and met. Since there is no proscribed time-limit
set by the state to teach this framework, Academic Choice proposes that this stand-alone unit be taught during
the month of January — after winter break, and leading up to the first-semester final.

Now that International High School has Board approval to meet the IES and Social Living requirements
through courses other than Freshman Seminar, we think that it is reasonable that other programs and schools be
allowed to meet those requirements in a way that fits their overall curriculum. We think our proposal demon-
strates that our curriculum will address all 20 of the specified Freshman Seminar student outcomes. We support
the small school’s intention to continue teaching Freshman Seminar for as long as they feel that the course is
successful in the context of their programs. In Academic Choice, we believe that a revised curriculum featuring
World Geography and Cultures and Ancient Civilizations in 9" grade—and specifically addressing the concepts
of identity and ethnic studies in all four years of study—will give students a stronger academic base for success
and also better prepare them to apply critical analysis to the interplay of culture and ethnicity in their own soci-
ety and others.

We request your approval of our proposal.

Respectfully,
The Academic Choice Advisory Council



Developed by the Berkeley High Academic Choice Program

1. Introduction

This is a proposal to revise the curriculum outlined in the Academic Choice Program Proposal approved by the Berkeley
Board of Education in February of 2005.

I1. Proposed Ninth Grade Curriculum

“The mission of the Academic Choice is to provide a rigorous, college preparatory curriculum encompassing the full
breadth of diversity within the Berkeley High School population, and to create a community of academically motivated stu-
dents working together with teachers and parents to realize their full potential .

In furtherance of this mission the Academic Choice Advisory Council proposes to replace the social studies component of
Freshman Seminar with two new semester length ninth grade social studies courses next fall. Both of these proposed
courses -- World Geography & Cultures, and Ancient Civilizations -- are planned as "P" credit courses and will be submit-
ted for review and approval to the University of California after approval by the BHS Shared Governance Committee and
the Berkeley School Board (see attached UC course outlines). Successful implementation of this curriculum proposal will
enable the AC Program to create a more coherent course of humanities study and to provide a stronger academic foundation
for student success in upper grades.

We also propose to change the title of the English component of Freshman Seminar to Freshman Language and Composi-
tion. The Board-approved reading list for ninth grade English will be retained and we will continue to work on improving
our freshman writing curriculum

World Cultures & Geography will be a one semester, fifteen week class exploring the relationship between the physical
environment and human beings, their cultures and their histories. This course will study the interaction and interdepen-
dence of peoples and countries across the globe. Some of the global issues studied will include religion and religious con-
flict, race, economic development and environmental consequences, women’s status in society, gender issues,
immigration and migration, and population issues.

The state mandated Social Living component of the ninth grade curriculum will be included in the World Geography &
Cultures class as a three week stand-alone unit at the end of fall semester after the winter break (see attached Social Liv-
ing outline).

Ancient Civilizations will be a one semester, eighteen week class exploring the rise and fall of Western and non-Western
civilizations. The course will study the ancient civilizations of Greece and Rome as well as selected civilizations of the
Middle East, Africa, Asia, and Latin America, emphasizing the historical context of current global conflicts and issues.
This second semester course will provide a background for modern World History creating, in effect, a three semester
World History course.

I1I. Meeting Freshman Seminar Student Outcomes

Fundamental to this proposal is our conviction that the important themes outlined in the Student Outcomes are best taught
when introduced to students within the context of a four year social studies curriculum We recognize the importance of
these thematic outcomes to our community and are committed to teaching students the nature and value of their own cul-
tural identity within the context of regional cultures and histories.

The twenty themes of the Student Outcomes are addressed sequentially below, with specific descriptions of where these
themes will be located in the proposed Academic Choice history curriculum. Most of these themes will be explored in



ninth grade World Geography & Cultures/Ancient Civilizations; the remainder will be studied in tenth grade World His-
tory and in eleventh grade US History. Many of these themes will also be explored in depth in social studies electives
offered to students in their senior year.

Board Mandated Student Outcomes

1. Be given a tour of the campus, including the health center, library, student learning center, administrative offices, at-
tendance offices, counselors, and student union.

2. Be given an orientation to the computer lab, acquire a login/password, and access the network.

3. Learn to access academic and social/emotional counseling and support services (including conflict management).

4. Learn how to clear absences and make schedule changes.

Freshman orientation to campus facilities, support services, and administrative policies will be conducted within the So-
cial Living component of the freshman fall semester, in conjunction with the BHS Health Center. Please see attached out-
line for the Social Living course component.

5. Engage in a variety of classroom community building activities (ice breakers) in which

Students engage with each other in meaningful ways.

Students will be encouraged to engage with each other and to understand that the class will operate as a learning commu-
nity, where academic risk taking is supported and where the multiple intelligences of each community member is appreci-
ated. Students will be asked to trust one another and be open with their classmates by participating in community
building exercises during the first weeks of school and by treating each other with respect, truth, and fairness.

6. Use models of culture to analyze the relationship of culture to the students’ own identity
The following models of culture will be defined and discussed in:
World Geography & Cultures:
o] Students will learn the relationship of human culture to geographic places and patterns

o2 Students will use models of culture to explore how cultural perspective, including the impact of ethnocen-
trism, affects cultural interaction

o3 Students will study at least six of eight regional areas in depth — North American, Latin America, Europe,
Northern Eurasia, the Middle East, Africa, South Asia, and East Asia.
Ancient Civilization and World History:

el Students will read Margaret Meade, Growing Up in Samoa: studying adolescent development, rights of pas-
sage

o2 Students will read Levi Strauss, The Raw and the Cooked

o3 Students will read Paradigm for Modernization by David Aptor; creation of the nation state

7. Explore how cultural perspectives, including the impact of ethnocentrism, affect cultural interaction
The following cultural perspectives and interactions are studied in:
World Geography & Cultures

o] Historic and current slave trade in North Africa
o) Status of women in the Middle East and Asia
o3 India’s cast system

Ancient Civilization and World History:
o] Aborigines & Colonization
o2 China & Imperialism
o3 Islam & Christianity

US History:
o] colonial attitudes toward native cultures
o2 Drafting the Constitution
o3 Failure of Reconstruction => emergence of terrorist groups [KKK]
4 Dawes Act 1887 and federal policy towards Native Americans
o5 Harlem Renaissance: positive contributions in poetry, music and literature

6 Biography of John Hope Franklin



8. Be introduced to the disciplines of anthropology and sociology as tools for examining culture.

In World Geography and Cultures sociology and anthropology are the basic lens through which we study and compare
each regional unit/culture. Each unit, as described in the curriculum, compares core values of class, social mobility, status,
rites of passage, and gender. The semester final exams will give students the opportunity to compare these aspects of dif-
ferent cultures.

9. Recognize point of view and bias in literature and non-fiction texts.

In the ninth grade Language & Composition and World Geography & Cultures courses, biased perspectives will be identi-
fied through the use of different sources, including original source material from newspapers and the Internet. This un-
derstanding of the point of view is a fundamental skill that will be emphasized in all literature and history courses.

For more information on this, please refer to “9 Grade English & History,” at the end of this section.

10. Analyze how culture both determines and is reflected in works of literature and nonfiction texts.

Through an examination of drama, novels, and short stories in ninth grade Language & Composition and tenth grade
World Literature the student shall examine a variety of texts, including novels, poetry, and plays, that reflect the cultural
biases of the author. Students will develop critical reading and writing skills, and will be asked to analyze reading materi-
als to identify scapegoating and stereotyping through manipulation of popular conceptions of ethnicities, nationalities, and
cultures.

Taught in tandem with American History, eleventh grade American Literature will consider American literature and ideas
from Puritanism to contemporary America. Course materials will include major and representative writers from various
social, ethnic, and racial backgrounds.

For more information on this, please refer to “9™ Grade English & History,” at the end of this section.

11. Participate in a learning community that can discuss controversial issues with depth and compassion.

Participation in class discussions is a core expectation of every class environment. Students will be prepared to partici-
pate with depth and compassion in class debates regarding controversial issues. Students in World Geography and Cul-
tures will be exposed to ideas and belief systems of other cultures, and will be asked to challenge their own preconceived
notions of right and wrong, reflecting on their own value systems and comparing them to those of other global communi-
ties.

12. Understand the historical and legal implications of race and its impact as a social construct in modern U.S. society.
In World Geography and Cultures:

o] Review impact of African slave culture upon American and Caribbean regional cultures
o) Review treatment of native societies in Canada, America, and Latin America
o3 Review immigration patterns and racial discrimination in American

In US History:
o] 2/5's clause in the Constitution
o) Black Codes and Jim Crow laws, the 14th Amendment and failure of Reconstruction
o3 Biographies of 19" century Supreme Court Justices

o4 Plessey V. Fergusson

o5 Yick Wo V. Hopkins [Chinese discrimination and struggle in California]

6 Brown V. Board of Education (Little Rock: Federal vs. State Executive power)
o7/ Civil Rights movement and legislation: Eyes on the Prize

o8 Dr. Martin Luther King and Malcolm X: two perspectives

13. Read literature and nonfiction that deals with the issue of power, marginalism, and otherness

In Ancient Civilizations and in World History students will read:
ol Pericles’ Funeral Oration



o2 Confucius: selected reading
o3 J. Clavell: Taipan (foot binding practices in China)

4 Palace Walk: life in Muslim Cairo
In US History students will read:

o] Poetry in Harlem Renaissance [Dunbar]
o2 The blues: compare original artist and contemporary artists
o3 A Soldier’s Story: Ernest Hemingway

o4 Letter from a Birmingham Jail

For more information on what literature texts will be used to supplement this standard, please refer to “9th Grade English
& History” at the end of this section.

14. Understand the complexities and changing interpretations of the terms race, ethnicity, nationality, and culture and be
able to use them appropriately:

In World Geography students will be introduced to the diversity and richness of human culture, and will begin to under-
stand the complex interrelationship between physical place and race, ethnicity, nationality, and religion, and culture.

In Ancient Civilizations, students will be given an overview of significant social, economic, political and religious events
which have influenced society today. Materials are designed to instill in students an understanding of the past and its peo-
ple and a realization of how each has contributed to the present.

In World History, and US History specific readings include:

ol Nature of Prejudice - G. Alport : Scapegoat theory of behavior
2 A Rage for Order - J. Williams : place of black male in post Civil war

o3 La Raza: Chicano - Latino culture today

15. Analyze media sources to identify scapegoating and stereotyping through the manipulation of popular conceptions of
various ethnicities, nationalities and cultures.
In World Geography and Cultures:

ol Balkan geography and cultural conflicts
o2 The Sudan and Arab Africa
o3 Israel and the Palestinians

In World History:
o] European Imperialism and Colonialism
o2 Anti-Semitism in Nazi Germany

In US History:

o] Ethnic Notions: film, UC Berkeley
o) Birth of a Nation: film, DW Griffith
o3 Burt Williams & vaudeville: a black puts on black face ... and prospers!

4 I'll Make Me a World : black stereotyping in popular culture

16. Examine the history of immigration in the U.S.. role of the courts
In US History:

ol 19th century policy of unrestricted immigration: problems for labor
o2 1925 Federal policy change: Quotas for immigration
o3 1963: end of the quota system

17. Identify bias and policy objectives of current and historic immigration law.

In US History:
ol Japanese vs. Chinese immigrant experiences : Yick Wo & Ojawa [BHS]
o2 Impact of Vietnam and SE Asian policy on immigration trends
o3 Manifest Destiny: 19th cent. White colonization of the continent
o4 Great Migration: Blacks move to northern manufacturing jobs during WWI

o5 Kaiser shipyards in WWII: Richmond's demographic change [women]



18. Understand Push and Pull factors [cause / effect]
An understanding of cause and effect is a primary educational goal for all units in World Geography and Cultures, An-

cient Civilizations, World History and US History.

19. Identify migration patterns within the US
In World Geography and Cultures:

o] Immigration and settlement patterns — the cultural mosaic of the United States
o2 French Canada — a cultural, economic and political island

o3 Impact of slave cultures in North and Latin America

o4 White Flight: impact of 1950's suburbanization on inner cities

20. Identify and relate themes of immigration and migration to student’s own cultural identity and values.
In World Geography and Cultures:
ol Aborigines: matrilineal kinship chart
o2 China’s and India — patriarchal societies
o3 Students create their own family Kinship Chart as an icebreaker activity at the beginning of year



Aligning 9% grade Freshman English Literature & Composition with the World
Geography/Ancient Civilizations courses.

The English Department curriculum follows the California Language Arts State

Standards. For writing assignments, the student begins their focus on the inside (autobiography), and then move
towards expository writing (short story, persuasive essay, and literary analysis). For reading assignments, the
student shall read works that thematically align with the history section of the Humanities Core.

During the first semester, the student will meet the following BUSD Board-approved standards for the current
Freshman Seminar Student outcomes:

9). Recognize point of view and bias in literature and non-fiction texts
10). Analyze how culture both determines and is reflected in works of literature and nonfiction texts.
13). Read literature and nonfiction that deals with the issue of power, marginalism, and otherness.

Board approved texts that reflect the above-listed standards and which may be taught during this first semester
include:

Bless Me Ultima, Rudolfo Anaya

Always Running, Luis J. Rodriguez

Barrio Boy, Ernesto Garlaza

Colffee Will Make You Black, April Sinclair

Night, Elie Wiesel

Maus I & II, Art Speigelman

First Sightings (Anthology), Foster & Gibbons, eds.
Fast Food Nation, Eric Schlosser

A Hope in the Unseen, Ron Suskind

The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger

It is the belief that these texts reflect not only the diversity of the American Experience, but can richly contextu-
alize the student’s understanding of time and place in the world.

One text not approved yet by the board, but which would be a perfect book to teach during this semester, is The
Kite Runner by Khalid Hosseini. Also available is the BHS Non-Fiction & Short Story Readers (Abouav-Zil-
berman, Carton, Dao, Winer, eds).

Suggested units during the first semester:

English World Geography

Autobiography Unit, Always Running Physical Geography
Night, Maus, Coffee Will Make You Black Human Geography
Library Research UnitUnderstanding the Environment

The Kite Runner, Bless Me Ultima Regional Studies

Fast Food Nation, A Hope in the Unseen  Social Living

During the second semester, the above-listed standards will be met with Board-approved stories, poems,
epic poems, as well as a major work by William Shakespeare. Suggested texts include:

Selections from 1,001 Arabian Nights



Rashomon & Other Stories, Ryonosuke Akutagawa
Greek Mythology, Edith Hamilton
The Odyssey, Homer

During the summer, the AC teachers will collaborate and create a pre-1500 reader, a collection which will in-
clude American Indian Myths, African fables, and Asian poetry, to name a few genres.

English Ancient Civilizations

1,001 Arabian Nights, Pre-1500 World Reader, Rashomon Part 1 — Pre-History, Hunter-Gatherer Societies,
Agricultural Revolution, From Civilization to Empire

Greek Mythology Part 2: Greece & Rome, Comparative Religions

Shakespeare (Julius Caesar, The Merchant of Venice) Medieval Europe



Course Description
A. COVER PAGE

Date of Submission (Please include Month, Day and Year)
1. Course Title

World Geography and Cultures 9. Subject Area
x  History/Social Science
English
Mathematics
Laboratory Science
Language other than English
Visual & Performing Arts
Intro Advanced

College Prep Elective

2. Transcript Title(s) / Abbreviation(s)

World Geog. & Cult.

3. Transcript Course Code(s) / Number(s)

4. School

Berkeley High School
5. District

BUSD

6. City

Berkeley 10. Grade Level(s) for which this course is designed

x 9 10 11
7. School / District Web Site
www.berkeley.k12.ca.us 11. Seeking “Honors” Distinction?

Yes x No
8. School Course List Contact

Name: Amy Frey
Title/Position: Vice Principal

Phone: 510-644-6120 Ext.:
E-mail: 12. Unit Value

x 0.5 (half year or semester equivalent)
1.0 (one year equivalent)
2.0 (two year equivalent)
Other:

Is this an Internet-based course? Yes X No

If “Yes”, who is the provider? UCCP PASS/Cyber High Other



Complete outlines are not needed for courses that were previously approved by UC. If course was previously approved, indicate in which category
it falls.

A course reinstated after removal within 3 years. Year removed from list?
Same course title? Yes No

If no, previous course title?

An identical course approved at another school in same district. Which school?

Same course title? Yes No

If no, course title at other school?

Year-long VPA course replacing two approved successive semester courses in the same discipline
Approved Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) course
Approved UC College Prep (UCCP) Online course
Approved CDE Agricultural Education course
Approved P.A.S.S./Cyber High course
Approved ROP/C course. Name of ROP/C?

Approved A.V.L.D. course

Approved C.A.R.T. course

Approved Project Lead the Way course
X Other. Explain: [see 15]

15. Is this course modeled after an UC-approved course from another school outside your district? X Yes No

If so, which school(s)? _ Clovis High School, CUSD
Course title at other school World Geography & Cultures

16. Pre-Requisites

none
17. Co-Requisites

none
18. Is this course a resubmission? Yes x No

If yes, date(s) of previous submission?
Title of previous submission?

19. Brief Course Description

This is a one semester ninth grade course designed to introduce students to the importance of spatial organiza-
tion --the location of places, people, and events, and the connections among places and landscapes -- in the un-
derstanding of human life on Earth. Students will learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their
science and practice, to define geographical regions, and to evaluate these regions in terms of their spatial and
functional relations with other regions. This course will include a study of physical geography, demography,
cultural patterns and processes, the political organization of space, and regional studies. Regional studies will
include at least five of the following: Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe, North America, Northern Eurasia,
the Middle East, and East Asia. Students will spend one week on a mini-unit studying the impact of human so-
cieties upon the physical environment.

B. COURSE CONTENT



Please refer to instructions

20. COURSE GOALS AND /OR MAJOR STUDENT OUTCOMES

21.

1.

To demonstrate an increasing mastery of basic social science skills, such as map reading, outlining,
analyzing, evaluating, library research, and critical thinking.

To demonstrate both descriptive and analytical ability in all writing assignments.

To ask analytical questions, evaluate geographic data, compare and contrast differing sets of ideas, and
consider multiple perspectives.

To demonstrate the ability to think critically, learn autonomously and solve problems by effectively
completing group and individual projects and assignments that require the use of computer resources as
well as research in the school and community libraries.

To develop and utilize geographic and historical literacy skills.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Students will demonstrate geographical literacy with the use of maps, graphs, globes, and other geo-
graphic tools to locate and derive information about people, places, and environments.

Students will know the physical and human characteristics of places, and use this knowledge to define
and study regions and their patterns of change.

Students will learn how geographers analyze cultural groups as defined by language, religion, race, eth-
nicity, and gender, in the present as well as the past. Students learn that the concept of region is central
to the spatial distribution of cultural attributes.

Students will be able to identify and analyze how economic, political, cultural, and social processes
(including immigration and migration) interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdepen-
dence, cooperation, and conflict.

Students will be able to analyze the relationship of physical geography to the human environment, learn-
ing the physical processes that shape the Earth’s surface and describing ways in which human societies
may alter the physical environment.

Students will be able to identify and understand regional and cultural patterns not in isolation but in
terms of their spatial and functional relationship with other regions and cultures, with particular regard
to their own regional and cultural perspective.

22. COURSE OUTLINE: Unit Titles and Timeline

A. Physical Geography 2 weeks
B. Human Geography
1. Population Impact 1 week
2. Cultural Patterns and Processes 2 weeks
3. Political Organization of Space 2 weeks
4. Land Use -- agricultural, industrial, urban 1 week

C. Understanding the Environment 1 week



D. Regional Studies 6 weeks
Total: 15 weeks

Each unit will have the following instructional sections:

o1 Purpose: this is the purpose for the unit. This will be posted on the class whiteboard for each unit of
study, informing students what they should be learning.

o2 Critical Theme: this is the unifying lesson that the students should understand when the unit is over.
This might also be posted in the classroom, or be the heading for homework handouts.

o3 Topics: these are the topics that students should recognize as reflecting the critical themes.

4 Key Questions: written questions to be answered through the study of themes or topics. The teacher
might use these at the beginning of each lesson to guide the students when looking for information.

o5 Connections to Student's Lives: These are suggestions to make the topics relevant to each student.
These can be used in a variety of ways: as warm up questions, in-class writes, opening discussion themes,
etc.

o6 Research Documents: primary resources to be read. Possible sources for student to use.

o7 Assessment: possible assessments for each unit. These are in no way intended to be exhaustive, but
are suggested as a starting place for the teacher -- essay, research paper, multiple choice tests, oral presen-
tations, quizzes, graphic illustrations, in class "quick writes", etc.

A. Physical Geography

This unit introduces students to the importance of spatial organization -- the location of place, people, and
events. Geographic concepts emphasized throughout the unit are location, space, place, scale, pattern,
regionalization, globalization, and the vocabulary used to describe specific geographic features. Students will
learn to read and to utilize geographic tools such as maps and physical scales, learning basic cartographic
skills. Students will also learn to read graphs, diagrams, and tables.

B. Human Geography

1. Population:

An understanding of the different ways in which human populations are organized geographically provides
students with the tools they need to make sense of differing cultural, political, economic, and social systems.
Thus, many of the concepts studied in this unit are integrated with other units.

2. Cultural Patterns and Processes

Understanding the components and regional variations of cultural patterns and processes is critical to human
geography. In this unit, students begin with the concept of culture. They learn how geographers analyze
cultural groups as defined by language, religion, race, ethnicity, and gender, in the present as well as the past.
Students learn that the concept of region is central to the spatial distribution of cultural attributes.

3. Political Organization of Space

This unit introduces students to the nature and significance of the political organization of territory at different
scales. Students learn that political patterns reflect ideas about how physical resources should be used.
Students learn about the basic structure of the political map and the inconsistencies between maps of political
boundaries and maps of ethnic, economic, and environmental patterns. In addition, students will consider
some of the forces that are changing our world, including ethnic separatism, economic globalization, the



emergence of regional economic blocks, and the need to manage environmental problems across national
boundaries.

4. Land Use

This unit of the course explores three themes:

a. Agricultural Land and Water Use: Students will study the origin and spread of agriculture, the characteris-
tics of the world's agricultural regions, and the impact of agriculture on the environment.

b. Industrialization and Economic Development: Students will learn about the geographic elements of
industrialization and development. By dividing economic activities into key sectors, students can appreciate
why natural resources have different values for different societies, and how places and regions acquire
comparative advantages for development. Students will learn why the world is described as being divided
between first world and third world economies.

c. Cities and Urban Land Use: Students will study the systems of cities, focusing on where cities are located
and why they are there. This study will involve an examination of such topics as the political, economic, and
cultural functions of cities, reasons for differential growth among cities; and types of transportation and
communication between cities.

. Understanding the Environment

In this mini-unit students will study the impact of human civilization upon the environment. Topics to be
covered include the over-fishing of our oceans, global warming, and reliance on petrochemicals, dirty energy
sources, and waste disposal issues. Students will learn about the impact of economic development and
industrialization upon the Brazilian rain forest by watching A Burning Question in class, and will discuss
methods and strategies for positive change, not only politically but personally.

. Regional Studies
In this unit students will have an opportunity to develop the skills they have learned in the previous un