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Welcome to Algebra!  This is a first year algebra course that will prepare students to be successful in their high school math courses.  We will be covering the algebra of one an two variables.  We will focus on linear equations, perhaps covering quadratics as time permits.

Overview:

Topics to be covered  in algebra include

 -Writing and solving linear equations.

 -Ratios in the context of proportions, similar figures, direct variation, and percent.

 -Slope and the equation of lines.

-Solving systems of equations.

 -Properties of exponents.

-Using the Pythagorean theorem to focus square roots and using diagrams to write equations.

-Factoring and solving quadratic equations by factoring or the quadratic formula.

Student Conduct:

In order for all students to find success, we will have the following classroom norms.  All students are expected to do the following:

1. Be on-time

2. Bring all materials to class

3. Ask for help when needed

4. Provide help

5. Ask Permission to leave the room.

6. Work in class every day.  

This course is challenging.  To be successful, students must attempt the work every day.  Credit is given for effort.    Students will need to complete all problems assigned, either during class or as homework, if they wish to be successful.

Materials

A scientific calculator, though not required, is very useful for this class.

Grades

Student grades will be determined based on two categories of work:

1. Foundational Work:  This includes assignments that demonstrate a student’s mathematical understanding of the topics covered in class.  Tests, and major assignments are included in this category. (50%)

2. Support Work:  This includes items such as class work and class participation. (50%)

A student who receives an A will have shown mastery of the material.  A student who receives a B will have shown a solid understanding of the material.  A student who receives a C will have shown basic competence with the material.  A student who receives a D will have shown regular effort with a need to relearn the material.  A student will receive an F if little or no effort was made in class.  Grades often, but not always, correspond to the following scale:  A:  90-100%, B:  80-90%, C:  70-80%, D:  60-70%, 

F: 0-60%.

Progress reports will be given regularly.  If you have questions regarding a grade, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

Make-up Work:

Make-up work is accepted for students who are absent and have cleared the absence.  Students are given as many days as they were absent to make up the missed work.

Attendance Policy:

The school-wide attendance policy will be in effect for this course.  
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