 Biotechnology:  2010 – 2011 Course Guidelines

Teacher:  Ms. Simon-O’Neill
Room:  G305

Email:  cso@berkeley.k12.ca.us
Welcome to Biotechnology!  This class is designed to develop your biotechnology laboratory skills and to prepare you for your 2011 summer internship.  Over the course of this year, we will cover topics in Laboratory Practices, Tools and Equipment, Biochemistry, Cell Culture and Molecular Biology.
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Required Materials:  
1. 3-ring binder (stored in the classroom) 
2. Binder paper

3. Black pens

4. Laboratory notebook

5. Ruler

Class work/Homework:


Record your daily homework in your student planner.  Turn in your assignments on time (by the bell) to receive credit.  Late work will lose a percentage of credit (15%) for each day it is turned in late.


You will receive one copy of each handout given in class.  You will not get a new handout if you lose your old handout. If you have lost a handout, it is your responsibility to either photocopy a friend’s handout, or neatly complete your work on a blank sheet of binder paper.
What if I’m absent?
When you come back to school, come early to class to pick up the work you missed.  Talk to a classmate to see what you missed when you were gone.  If you have any questions, ask me for help BEFORE or AFTER class (not during class time)


Make an appointment the day you come back to make up any missed labs, quizzes or tests.

Tests/Quizzes:


You will be given at least one week to prepare for a test. Science department test days are Friday and Tuesday (alternate test day). You will be given at least one day to prepare for a quiz.  (Quizzes can be given any day of the week).

Labs:


You must be present to complete each lab and to record your own data.  Your attendance in lab is very important!  If you are absent for you assigned lab period, talk to me to see if there is a possibility of a make up lab that week.  (Labs are dismantled each week, so there is no possibility of making a missed lab up later in the semester).  If you are not present in class to do the lab yourself, discuss with me what you have to do to make up the points.  
Attendance/Tardy Policy


You are expected to come to class every day, and sit in your assigned seat before the bell rings.  If you are not in your seat when the bell rings, you are tardy.  If you are more than 20 minutes late to class, you are counted as absent.

As per school policy, if you accumulate 5 unexcused absences, your grade will be lowered by one full letter grade.  If you accumulate 10 unexcused absences, your grade will be lowered by two full letter grades.  Three tardies are the equivalent of one unexcused absence.

You may use the bathroom pass, but you will make up the time you missed either after school or at lunch.  Abuse of the bathroom pass (excessive use without doctor’s note, wandering the hallways, or going places other than the bathroom) will cause you to lose access to the bathroom pass. 

Participation/Behavior Expectations:


Your participation grade will be based on your attendance/tardies, contributions to class discussions, answering questions when called on, and your efforts on the daily starter questions.


A student will be assessed a warning for any behavioral infraction.  Repeated offenses may receive the following:  different seat assignment, student-teacher conference, phone call home, parent-teacher-counselor-student conference, and/or referral.


Remember that electronic devices (ipods/cell phones) are not to be used, nor visible while you are inside classrooms as per school policy.  Cell phones are to be silent, and out of sight.  If you are using a cell phone (texting, or making calls) during class, you will lose participation points for the day.  A repeated offense (after 1 warning) will result in a phone call home and your cell phone taken away.  

Academic Honesty:


Your work must be a reflection of YOUR ideas and thoughts.  Any infractions related to academic honesty will follow the course of action outlined by Berkeley High School's Honor Code.

Grading:
Your grade will be determined by calculating the overall percentage you achieve on all assigned work (class work/homework, quizzes/tests, labs, participation, projects).  There are about 1500 – 2000 points per semester.


Need help?  Have a question/concern?

I am available:

Before school – By appointment (let me know you’re coming so I can be there when you arrive)

Lunch – Room G305

After school – Monday and Thursday, room G305

I am also available by email
Remember, YOU are your best advocate!
I have read and understand the course guidelines for Biology

_______________________________



____________________________________

             Your signature






Your Parent/Guardian’s signature

_______________________________



____________________________________

            Print your name






Print:  Parent/Guardian’s name



>93	A		73-76	C


90-92	A-		70-72	C-


87-89	B+		67-69	D+


83-86	B		63-66	D


80-82	B-		60-62	D-


77-79	C+		<59	F








Student Expectations


Attend class on time, every day.


Come prepared with all materials.


Complete all class work and homework on time.


Participate in class discussions


Show respect for self, others and property.


Be safe in the science lab


Dress and communicate appropriately.





Teacher Expectations


Create a safe classroom for all students.


Be available for help and answering questions.


Provide resources to help you understand what we’re learning in class.











