Mr. Holston, H301
Fall 2010

Welcome to Math Analysis


This is the first semester of a yearlong course designed to prepare you for college level mathematics, especially Calculus.  This class extends many of the mathematical concepts learned in second year Algebra courses hence second year Algebra is the prerequisite.  Trigonometry is covered in the second semester including some applied topics.


Math Analysis is a very rigorous course.  Success in this class requires considerable effort.  Expect at least forty-five minutes of homework every night.  If you find that you are having trouble in class, please come by at lunchtime.  I am available for tutoring every day except Friday during lunch.  If you start having difficulties, I recommend you come early and come often.  Bring friends to work with you and also bring your lunch.


Many topics in Math Analysis require the use of a graphing calculator.  These topics occur often enough that the graphing calculator is a required part of the course.  Every student must purchase a graphing calculator for Math Analysis.  There are several recommended models to choose from.  I recommend the TI-84 or TI-83 plus.  I will use this model of calculator in class presentations.  The TI-85, TI-86 or TI-89 are not recommended.

Your grade in this class will be calculated as follows:

10%
Assignments: You will be given a new assignment every day in class.  The assignments are due the next day. Assignments will usually be checked in the beginning of class.  If you are tardy, I won't check off your assignments that day.  I will accept late assignments on the basis of one late assignment for half credit with the new assignment up until the end of the chapter.  I won’t take any late assignments past the review day before the test for that section.  

10%
Participation:  You get 2 points per day.  To earn these points students should participate appropriately, work on the assignment in class, and be on time. Each tardy loses you 1 to 2 points and an unexcused absence losses you 4 points.  

10%
Group Tests/Quizzes:  There will occasionally be quizzes during each unit plus a group test at the end of the unit when time permits.

70%
Individual Tests:  Tests will usually be given at the end of each chapter.  Most of your grade in this class is determined by these test grades.  Doing homework on a daily basis is the best way to prepare for the individual tests.

Absences:
Excuse your absences or your participation gets lowered.  If you are absent for a test, you must make the test up the day you return to class.  Your grade for the missed test is a zero until you get your absence excused.  You may not make up more than 2 tests per semester.

Grade Percentage Breakdown:


A: 90-100,  B: 80-89,  C: 70-79,  C–: 65-69,  D: 50-64,  F: 0-49

Please keep the above page for your reference and return the piece below signed.  I look forward to meeting all parents/guardians at open house on Thursday 9/30/10.  Please feel free to email:  iholston@berkeley.k12.ca.us
……cut…………………………………………cut……………………………………………………………………….

Dear Parent/Guardian:


Please read the contract attached to this form.  Discuss all the items on that contract with your student and make sure they understand what they need to do to be successful in Math Analysis.  Please sign and have your student return the form below with information on how I may contact you if necessary. This is an assignment and is worth points! Thanks!

We have read the contract for Math Analysis.  We will try our best to succeed in this class by following the guidelines in the contract and by working with the teacher.

Students Name:_____________________________________ Home Phone #:_____________________________________

Student’s Signature:__________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name:______________________________ Day Time/Work Phone #:_____________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:__________________________   E-mail Address (optional):____________________________
